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Under the sponsorship of the Multilateral Trade Assistance Project (MUTRAP III), the group of 2 officials from the Ministry of Industry and Trade, 1 official from the Ministry of Finance, 1 official from the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development and 1 official from the Ministry of Labor, Invalids and Social Affairs attended the following meetings in the WTO, Geneva, Switzerland from 14-25 September 2008:

I.
Regular meeting of the Committee on Agriculture


Regular meeting of the Committee on Agriculture was divided into 2 parts: (1) THE REVIEW PROCESS and (2) OTHER MATTERS WITHIN THE PURVIEW OF THE COMMITTEE, details as follow:

1. The review process 

a. Matters relevant to the implementation of commitments under the reform program raised under Article 18.6 of the Agreement

b. Review of Notification:

2. Other matter within the purview of the committee

a. Transitional review under paragraph 18 of the Protocol of Accession of the People’s Republic of China 

b. Implementation related issues

c. Other business, including:


- Annual Report to the Council for Trade in Goods


- Date of next regular Meeting


- Provisional Schedule of Meetings for 2009
Findings:
- The implications of the EU’s enlargement on its WTO commitments on agriculture, clarification of members’ various subsidy and support programs, and the meaning of “triangular transactions” for Swiss food aid. 

- Some issues such as Chinese Taipei’s special safeguard, new Canadian rules for cheese and Indian sugar subsidies were also touched by the meeting

- The committee’s regular meetings deal with implementing the results of the previous negotiations, and not the current talks. However, the negotiations entered the discussion briefly when some members linked what they described as the “dysfunctional” use of the current Special Safeguard (SSG) with some proposed methods for triggering the new “special safeguard mechanism” (SSM) for developing countries.

- WTO members also heard China’s detailed explanation of its domestic support for pork, value added tax on agricultural products and tariff quotas in reply to US questions in the seventh near-annual review of China’s first decade as a WTO member.

- The chairperson reported that members had submitted 39 notifications since the last meeting in November. Only 10 members have complied fully with the notifications requirements for 1995–2006 — Armenia, Chile, Cuba, Georgia, Hong Kong China, Macao China, Nigeria, Singapore, Trinidad and Tobago, and Uruguay.

II. 
Regular meeting of the Committee on Regional Trade Agreement
Regular meeting of the Committee on Regional Trade Agreement discussed the following items:

1.
Status report on the Committee’s work

2.
Discussion on the Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement between India and Singapore

3.
Discussion on the Trans-Pacific Strategic Economic Partnership Agreement between Brunei Darussalam, Chile, New Zealand and Singapore

4.
Discussion on the Free Trade Agreement between Chile and China

5.
Discussion on the Bilateral Protocol between El Salvador and Panama to the Free Trade Agreement between Central America and Panama

6.
Discussion on the Protocol of Montevideo on Trade in Services in the Mercosur

7.
Some other issues


Findings:

-
One of the WTO membership’s obligations for each member is that it has to notify the WTO about any regional trade agreement it signs with other member(s). However, in fact, members often do it late. Most of the agreements mentioned above were notified in 2007 while it came into effect in 2005. The Bilateral Protocol between El Salvador and Panama to the Free Trade Agreement between Central America and Panama was even notified in 2005 while it came into effect in 2003.

-
US and EU are the 2 members which raised the most questions on the agreement discussed with the focus on issues of tariff preference, tariff reduction … For answering section, members which are signers of the agreements were flexible in doing their jobs. They could delay the answer until the next day for further consideration and consultancy.

-
As a member of the WTO, Vietnam should now prepare itself for this obligation.

III. The Symposium on Movement of Natural Persons (Mode 4)


The Symposium on Mode 4 presented the following issues:

1. 
The definition, commitments and state of play in the negotiations

2. 
The economic implications of mode 4

3. 
Mode 4 in practice

-
Perspectives from private sector

-
Perspectives from immigration, labor and trade

4. 
Domestic regulation and mutual recognition agreements concerning Mode 4

5. 
Lessons from existing practices (Egypt, South Africa, Chile, Poland, the EU and Australia)
6. 
Some conclusions

Findings:

-
The symposium was very well-attended, which proved its importance to all WTO members as well as the great attention paid to it by WTO members.

-
The negotiation approach mostly applied in Mode 4 is “positive listing”. The commitments are therefore very low. It could be seen from this symposium that all WTO members wanted to push this issue forward in the negotiations, especially in the Doha round once it resumes.

-
There were 2 main dominating points of view concerning new proposals to push forward negotiations. Developed countries want to strengthen commitments regarding internal transfer focusing mainly on high-skilled labors while developing countries’ concern is to enhance commitments by sector where they have the advantage of labors of low and medium skills.

-
It could be predicted from this symposium that in the near future, negotiation on Mode 4 would become hotter and hotter. The issue could also be an effective tool for both developed and developing countries in their bargaining approach in further negotiations. Vietnam should also, thus, prepare itself to cope with the situation.

IV. 
The WTO Public Forum - 2008


The WTO Public Forum – 2008 was held on 24 and 25 September 2008. The capital group did not schedule to participate in this event. However, it did, under the guarantee of the Permanent Mission in Geneva and for the view of easing the burden of human lack of the Mission. The event concentrated on the following issues:

1.
Challenges and opportunities facing the WTO: On this issue, the following points were discussed:

-
Mutual Supportiveness of Trade, Climate Change and Development Objectives and Policies

-
Settling Disputes Among Members

-
Decent Work Challenges for the WTO

-
Can Farm Animal Welfare Standards be WTO-compatible?

-
Variable geometries and critical mass: Is there a case for new approaches to reinforce cooperation within the WTO?

-
Climate Change, Competitiveness and Trade Policy: Opportunities and Challenges for the Future of the Multilateral Trading System

-
Consequences of a Failed Doha Round

-
Future Challenges of Agri-Produce Trade

-
Changing Power Relations in International Trade Negotiations:

Implications for the Future

-
Transparency as a Policy Tool

-
South-South Cooperation and Regional Integration: A Gender Perspective

-
Addressing Global Environmental Challenges: What to expect from future dispute settlement panels 

-
Regionalism: The Greatest Challenge?

-
Linking Multilateral and Regional Trade Agreements: Development Implications of the Economic Partnership Agreements

-
Improving the Climate for Trade?

2.
Ways forward for the multilateral trading system: On this issue, the following points were discussed:
-
Six Decades of Multilateral Trade Cooperation: The Way Forward

-
Making Future Trade Policy Relevant to Future Trade Reality

-
Public Services and the GATS: Trading Into or Trading Away the Future?

-
Markets for Raw Material and Energy — What role for the WTO?

-
Building Sustainable Commodity Chains in Africa

-
The Food Price Explosion: What can the WTO do?

-
World Food Crisis: Are Trade Rules a Problem or a Way Forward?

-
What Future for Global Economic Governance? — Potential Role of the WTO 

-
Trade Facilitation — Impossible without Facilitating Logistics

-
Trade and Development Policy for the 21st Century: Towards a Southern Consensus

-
Five years from the Decision to Action: 

-
Is the2003 August Decision the “expeditious” solution for access to medicines we need? 

-
Forging new comparative advantage: Industrial policies’ revival and the potential clash with WTO disciplines?

-
The Warwick Commission Report on the Future of the Multilateral Trade System: Strategies for Implementation

-
Leveraging Trade Policy toward Sound Environmental Governance: Legal and Economic Considerations Related to the Implementation of Market-Based Environmental Policies

-
International Trade and Poverty: Proposals to make the benefits of international trade reach the most excluded sectors in Latin America

-
Research and construction of capacity in trade negotiations

3.
Challenges & opportunities facing the main actors & stakeholders of the multilateral trading system: On this issue, the following points were discussed:

-
The Missing Link Between Trade Openness & Poverty Reduction: The Role of the Multilateral Trading System

-
The New 'Geneva Consensus' Defining People-Centered and Development-Oriented Trade Policy: Can a Human Rights Approach Help?

-
Should the Doha Agenda on Agriculture be revised in Light of New Challenges Facing Farmers?

-
The “Fourth Freedom”: Reaping the Gains of Economic Migration

-
The Future Role and Interactions of Main Actors and Stakeholders in Achieving Free Trade within the WTO Framework

-
Why GATS Commitments and GATS Rules are Essential for Increasing Trade in Services in the Future?

-
The Duty-Free and Quota-Free Market Access Decision: Challenges and Opportunities

-
A GSP for Services: An Essential Tool or a Gimmick?

-
Small and Medium Size Exporters in Developing Countries: Expectations from the WTO in the Emerging Global Trading Environment 

-
Russia, Central Asia and Caucasus (CIS) and the WTO: Challenges and Opportunities


Findings:

-
Public Forum is the annual event of the WTO. In these events, other stakeholders are open to access to the issues WTO are dealing with as well as to have their opinions heard.

-
The WTO Public Forum 2008 drew great attention from governments, non-government organizations, academics, businesses and mass media. It was the unique opportunity for these stakeholders to come together to discuss how the trading system would best reflect the future needs and aspirations of the international community. The forum, taking place against a background of financial instability, high oil and food prices raided the question “how can the trading system be taken into the future?”. To answer this question, a frank and open debate on the role and responsibility of the multilateral trading system on complex issues such as the food crisis, financial markets, climate change, human rights, and electronic commerce, to mention but a few topics was triggered through the forum.
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