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I. 
PREPARE FILES COMPARING THE CURRICULAR OF EXISTING WTO TRAINING COURSES IN LAW/ ECONOMICS FACULTIES
It can be stated that there has not been a standard curriculum for international trade law training in Vietnam up to date. The textbook International Trade Law (
) of the Department of Law (Faculty of Law presently) at the National Economics University, which published by the Scientific & Technology Publishing House in 1999, containing eight chapters, including trade institutions and essential global and regional trade law provisions. The Text book of International Trade Law (
) of the Faculty of Law, Hanoi Law University [then also used by the HoChiMinh Law University], including seven chapters introducing only laws of international business transactions. Hence the conception of international trade law in Vietnam does not sufficiently reflect recent developments in world trade. References works in foreign languages for international trade law are insufficient and lack timely updates.

1.1 International Trade Law Curriculum (1999) Department of Law, National Economics University, Hanoi
Main Content:
Overview of International Trade Law; Sources of law in international trade; 

Policies and legal framework of international trade organisations; international and regional level (including the framework of WTO EU, NAFTA and ASEAN)

Contracts in international trade: sale of goods; Standard trade terms

Carriage of goods by see

Marine insurance

Modes of payment. Letter of credit

Dispute resolution. Arbitration and Litigation

Legal regulations stipulating commercial activities with particular reference to the ASEAN framework; 

1.2: International Trade Law Curriculum (2000), Faculty of International Law at the Hochiminh Law University
Main Content

Overview of International Trade Law; Sources of law in international trade; 

Standard trade terms (INCOTERMS 1990)

Contracts of international sale of goods (Vienna Convention) 

Payment in International Trade

Laws of International Carriage of goods 

Marine insurance

Dispute resolution in International Trade

1.3: International Economic Law Curriculum (2004), Department of Law, University of Finance, Hanoi; quoted at “Economics Law” Textbook
Main Content

Overview of International Economic Law; 

Legal framework of international organizations in trade & finance

International Investment Laws

Contracts of international sale of goods

Laws of international carriage of goods

Laws of insurance in international trade

Licensing contracts

Laws on resolution of economic disputes

II.
IDENTIFY THE STRONG AND THE WEEK POINTS OF EVERY WTO-RELATED COURSE
There are a substantial number of law schools throughout Vietnam; the international legal curriculum has evolved considerably in the last decade or so. Here are some of the key developments for them:
1.1 International Trade Law Curriculum (1999) Department of Law, National Economics University [NEU], Hanoi
As one Law Faculty operating under the Ministry of Education and training, the Department of Law at NEU was set to comply with the so called “time frame programme”, then International Trade Law has been designed for teaching in 15 weeks with 3 hours session each week. That’s reason, at Hanoi NEU we had to combine all issues in one single course. [See Table 1]
Strong points
- Current trends in international trade relations have been leading to an ever-increasing number and variety of international business transactions all over the world.
This course offers an important challenge and aims at providing candidates with a common legal approach to the main legal issues in international trade law and contract drafting.
- Before, at Hanoi NEU, we used to teach courses which covered private trade law issues related to e.g. international sales, letters of credit, and trade custom [INCOTERMS] issues. With the advent of the WTO, since 1999, we added WTO/EU/ASEAN in the academic curriculum to enhance students’ capacity in learning WTO law and policy and regional trade issues. 
Weak points

- Before the present curriculum reforms, a few law schools tried to teach one giant International Trade Law course, so called "IBT." Some law schools still teach it 
. At the Hanoi NEU Faculty of Law, most students like the IBT course. However, they find there is too much material, it is not focuses, they cannot concentrate for very long on any one topic, and they have no idea how it all fits together. How things fit together is very essential. International Commercial Law, which covers sales, letters of credit, contracts of carriage, and some FDI. Trade Laws and WTO laws are different. 

Many Vietnamese lecturers, even whose in Singapore or the USA, where ITL has been introduced for ten years, are frustrated for the same reason ( 
) and (
) . Therefore, we tried to extend the course by dividing it into two semesters, each semester lasts 45 teaching hours. 
- One reason I would exclude International Commercial Law from WTO Law and International Trade Law is that WTO Law is the law of international (country to country) trade regulation whereas International Commercial Law is the law of private (individual trader to trader) trade law. It is possible to combine both courses but the problem is the need for a change in perspectives and the scope of the course. The student will have to move from a country to country international law analysis to a private domestic law analysis at many points during the course. Properly managed it can be done but it will be challenging. The course also could conceivably have to cover a great deal of material and this may be daunting to the student. 

- The "public" versus "private" line between all of the courses is not always clear or straight. For example, some elements of trade can involve private parties (e.g., antidumping or countervailing duty actions), before they get to state-versus-state cases. As another example, some elements of international commercial law (e.g., the law merchant, or INCOTERMS) mesh with, or are supported by, treaties (e.g., the CISG).

- I would add that with developments and new complexities in each of these fields every year, the syllabus in each course is getting longer. Thus, any effort at combining them will be even more difficult going forward.

1.2 International Trade Law Curriculum (2005), Faculty of International Law at the Hochiminh Law University
The matter, again, similar to what our NEU Faculty of Law is facing. The topics we cover in the course over 15 weeks of 3 hours each is too wide as we can observe the comments form a foreign scholar 
. 
1.3 International Economic Law Curriculum (2004), Department of Law, University of Finance, Hanoi; quoted from “Economics Law” Textbook 

The University of Finance had a part of “Economics Law” course called "international economic law." 
 In that course, the instructor was supposed to cover the basics of both areas, along with the international financial institutions (World Bank, IMF, Asian Development Bank), and export and marine insurance etc..  As we can imagine, this was very difficult to do in a single course.  For most instructors, it meant very little coverage of international commercial law (perhaps a lecture or two on the CISG and letters of credit) because there was so much other material to discuss.  That type of course is most satisfactory in law schools where most of the students will take one or more advanced courses in international trade or international commercial transactions.  Otherwise, they tend to receive a very superficial view of a large number of complex legal issues.  

III.
SPECIFY THE AVAILABLE HUMAN RESOURCES SPECIALIZED IN THE WTO ISSUES AND IDENTIFY SHORTAGES IN THAT AREA
Sufficient high quality teachers are vital for realizing the education of law and international trade law. Most Vietnamese lecturers in law have been educated in law within the country, although some have been graduated from foreign universities in the United States, Canada, Australia, the former Soviet Union or Western European countries, etc. There are few people here educated in international trade law and even fewer participate directly as teachers in this subject in Vietnam.
In the past, the ratio of regular teachers for this subject to the number of students was small, due to an increase in training scales while the number of teachers was left unchanged. This situation – the small ratio of teachers to students – currently prevails in many other universities (
).
Due to the insufficiency of teachers, class hours for teachers are high, meaning less time for research and self-study, practical field trips and further studies for the improvement of the teacher’s expertise and information updates. On the other hand, the State allotment for supporting a lecturer’s research seems to be far less that in other countries (
). This situation affects the quality of teachers in international trade law training

Recently, Vietnam’s Ministry of Justice and the U.S.-Vietnam Trade Council formally launched their joint International Trade Law Training Assistance Project. This three-year project will assist Vietnam develop and implement a legal curriculum on international trade law, specifically on the requirements of the U.S.-Vietnam Bilateral Trade Agreement and the World Trade Organization.  The project will focus on building a comprehensive international trade law program, including a core curriculum at the law schools as well as in-country and overseas training programs for faculty.   The program will also seek to train about 50 qualified experts to advise the Vietnamese government on international trade law. However, after 3 years of implementation, once observed that a group of selected lecturers from several law faculties are provided one-week training course on ITL only.
It is no doubt to note that current international trade law training programs are largely inadequate with an underdeveloped curriculum, poorly trained lecturers, and few resources for students. We need to have more International Trade Law training Assistance Projects [such as MUTRAP at the MOT] to facilitate Vietnam’s integration into the global economy by enhancing the capacity of international trade law lecturers and developing a strong group of individuals with critical knowledge on international trade law.
IV.
SUGGEST WHERE AND WHAT TYPE OF COURSES COULD BE INTRODUCED IN THE VARIOUS UNIVERSITIES IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

I would propose law faculties to keep separate courses in International Trade Law and International Commercial Law (see Index I, table 2 & 3), and not to combine the courses into one single course (see more comments from colleagues from the National University of Singapore and from the US (
) and (
). These should be introduced both in Law schools as well as economics/ business schools in order to address the needs and demands at academic universities, public institutions as well as the business community. 
Most of the textbooks of international trade law recently published in Vietnam mention only legal principles for commodity trade and leave out the trade in services, intellectual property and investment related to trade. It is right time at this moment that, a standard training curriculum for international trade law which corresponds to international standards should be developed in Vietnam. The construction of such standard curriculum must be supported by domestic authorities as well as foreign donors on different levels. This standard curriculum for international trade law must take into consideration the trends in international trade and the actual situation in Vietnam. The new publication of textbooks on international trade law for training institutions should be comprehensively organized for united training materials in the whole country.

The following are descriptions of tentative main WTO-related courses, relate primarily to the law governing State parties and their trade relations. 
World Trade Law

Course Description:
This course will explore the impact of the emerging world trade disciplines on countries and prepare students for a legal landscape which will increasingly require an understanding and appreciation of world trade law. The course will introduce students to the regulatory framework of international trade and will cover the economics of trade, bilateral and multilateral trade agreements, the WTO, GATT and GATS, trade related investment issues, anti-dumping disciplines, the subsidies issue and the dispute settlement procedures. Subject to scheduling constraints, guest speakers from the government agencies and private practice may be invited to share their expertise and experiences.

 

Trade Dispute Mechanisms

Course Description:
This course will examine the structure and decision-making methods used in major trade dispute settlement systems. Students will be exposed to the NAFTA, WTO and international arbitration systems. The course will present a comparative perspective to give students an appreciation of the peculiarities of each system. Selected cases of each system will be analyzed. The course will be of interest to those preparing to negotiate or advice on trade agreements or disputes involving these systems.

Trade, Law and Development

Course Description:
This elective will discuss legal issues in global trade faced by developing countries, as about three-quarters of WTO members are developing countries. Through seminars, presentations, cross-disciplinary materials and WTO case law, students will be exposed to major legal and policy issues facing developing countries in the world trading system, asked to evaluate existing solutions, and encouraged to think of alternative solutions. Major topics expected to be covered include: the law on trade and development, ongoing WTO negotiations, intellectual property rights and public health, legal regulation of GMOs and hunger, balancing investment and regulation, public moral regulations and trade.

Topics in Trade Law (B): Trade Law in Asia

Course Description:
The rise of China and India as economic powers and the growth of FTAs are just some of the trends affecting trade law in Asia. While the first part of the course will examine the historical, economic and legal aspects of trade in Asia, each student will be encouraged to specialize in a particular area for research and discussion in the later part of the course. The course will provide an overview while allowing the student to develop an expertise in an area of interest. The course will be conducted via a seminar and examined by a final research paper.


We should separately have courses which relate to the law of trade between traders themselves, just like parts of International Commercial Law course, such as:

 

International & Comparative Law of Sale

Course Description:
The goal of this course is to prepare students for regional and international trade by providing basic knowledge of domestic laws of sale in both civil and common law systems (including Vietnamese's) as well as international rules affecting the contract of sale. The course will cover: comparative private law of contract and of sale; international private law of sale; private International Law aspects of international sales. The course is meant for students interested in international trade and comparative law.
4.
Identify the needs for textbooks, case studies, exercises, training materials etc
It is true that around the world, GATT law was taught as part of courses like International Business Law, Transnational Business Transaction and International Trade Law. However, with the advent of the WTO, new courses purely focusing on WTO Law have emerged - courses like International Economic Regulation, World Trade Law and The Law of the WTO have become very popular. WTO Law has also become a specialty for many lawyers and is a growing field. Advisory works on antidumping, safeguards and even TBT and SPS have grown significantly in the last decade. 

We need to have foreign textbook, cases studies, training materials.. in order to facilitate a standard ITL program teaching and to meet the requirement of new teaching methods. Any ITL course should adopt a flexible training approach. Active teaching methods are based on lectures, performance-oriented exercises, case studies, role plays and interaction among lecturers, tutor and participants.
To date, there is a variety of information on international trade law. Information on international trade law can be classified into two categories. First, these include international trade law statutes, international trade customs and national trade laws. Second, there are research studies and projects, reference books and articles, etc. focusing on international trade law. The J. Bhala World Trade Law text is said, very helpful for teaching and learning of ITL, but has been translated and circulated only with a very small limited amount of volumes. At the end of the day, the vast of Vietnamese students still have a little access to this text. 
In efforts to successfully launch an ITL course, I would like to propose the publication of a set of Official Gazettes, called Official Gazettes # II, disseminating all relevant international treaties and conventions involving Vietnam, for easy reference for trainers, researchers, students and other users. Currently, it is not easy to find those documents due to these sources are often unofficial, resulting in mismatches for references. In Vietnam even professionals who have regular careers in training and research, find it difficult to get access to official sources of international trade law.
Regarding the access to research and studies on international trade laws, besides foreign law journals, law training institutions could also subscribe to other online databases, for instance Westlaw, Lexisnexis, for their trainers and students’ references.

INDEX I
International Trade Law Curriculum
Faculty of Law, National Economics University, Hanoi

Table 1: International Trade Law Curriculum (1999) Department of Law, National Economics University, Hanoi
	Chapter
	Content

	Chapter 1
	Overview of International Trade Law; Sources of law in international trade; 

	Chapter 2
	Policies and legal framework of international trade organisations; international and regional level (including the framework of WTO EU, NAFTA and ASEAN)

	Chapter 3
	Contracts in international trade: sale of goods; Standard trade terms

	Chapter 4
	Carriage of goods by see

	Chapter 5
	Marine insurance

	Chapter 6
	Modes of payment. Letter of credit

	Chapter 7
	Dispute resolution. Arbitration and Litigation

	Chapter 8
	Legal regulations stipulating commercial activities with particular reference to the ASEAN framework; 


Table 2: International Trade Law [International Business Law] Curriculum (2005), Faculty of Law, National Economics University, Hanoi
	Chapter
	Content

	Chapter 1
	Overview of international business law

	Chapter 2
	Policies and legal framework of international trade organizations 

	Chapter 3
	Contracts in international business (sales of goods, carriage, insurance)

	Chapter 4
	Modes of payment in international business 

	Chapter 5
	Dispute resolution in international business 


Table 3: Advanced International Trade Law Curriculum (2005) Department of Law, National Economics University, Hanoi
	Chapter
	Content

	Chapter 1
	Overview of International Trade Law

	Chapter 2
	Laws of international trade organisations 

	Chapter 3
	Trade of goods

	Chapter 4
	Trade remedies (safe guards, antidumping, countervailing..)

	Chapter 5
	Trade in services

	Chapter 6
	Intellectual property related to trade

	Chapter 7
	Dispute resolution within the WTO Rules

	Chapter 8
	Legal regulations stipulating trade activities with particular reference to ASEAN


Table 4: Laws on Intellectual Property Curriculum (2005), [Elective], Faculty of Law, National Economics University, Hanoi
	Chapter
	Content

	Chapter 1
	Overview intellectual property rights and law on intellectual property

	Chapter 2
	Copyright laws and related rights

	Chapter 3
	Trademark, trade name

	Chapter 4
	Geographical indications

	Chapter 5
	Invention, industrial design

	Chapter 6
	Layout-design of semiconductor integrated circuits

	Chapter 7
	Business secrets, Plant variety

	Chapter 8
	Implementation of IPRs 


INDEX II

International Trade Law Curriculum
Faculty of International Law, Law University, Hochiminh City
Table 5: International Trade Law Curriculum (2000), Faculty of International Law at the Hochiminh Law University
	Chapter
	Content

	Chapter 1
	Overview of International Trade Law; Sources of law in international trade; 

	Chapter 2
	Standard trade terms (INCOTERMS 1990)

	Chapter 3
	Contracts of international sale of goods (Vienna Convention) 

	Chapter 4
	Payment in International Trade

	Chapter 5
	Laws of International Carriage of goods 

	Chapter 6
	Marine insurance

	Chapter 7
	Dispute resolution in International Trade


Table 6: International Trade Law Curriculum (2005), Faculty of International Law at the Hochiminh Law University

	Chapter
	Content

	Chapter 1
	Overview of International Trade Law

	Chapter 2
	Trade in goods

	Chapter 3
	Trade in services

	Chapter 4
	Trade related to IPRs, Investment and Government Procurement

	Chapter 5
	Contracts in international trade

	Chapter 6
	Dispute resolution in International Trade


INDEX III

International Trade Law Curriculum Department of Law, 
University of Finance, Hanoi; quoted at “Economics Law” Textbook
Table 7: International Economic Law Curriculum (2004), Department of Law, University of Finance, Hanoi; quoted at “Economics Law” Textbook

	Chapter V
	Content

	Part 1
	Overview of International Economic Law; 

	Part 2
	Legal framework of international organizations in trade & finance

	Part 3
	International Investment Laws

	Part 4
	Contracts of international sale of goods

	Part 5
	Laws of international carriage of goods

	Part 6
	Laws of insurance in international trade

	Part 7
	Licensing contracts

	Chapter VI
	Laws on resolution of economic disputes


INDEX IV

Draft International Trade Law Curriculum Summary

Compiled by the US- Vietnam Trade Council
GENERAL

1. Introduction to International Trade Law 
This introduction unit will explore the threshold question: what is international trade law? Students will consider the difference between international trade law and international commercial law and the fundamental sources of international trade law. 

2. Introduction to the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
As Vietnam looks towards WTO accession, it will be important to understand the rules and practices of this multilateral institution.  What is the WTO?  What is its purpose?  How does it work?  To put this entire curriculum into context, this unit will provide an instructive overview of the institution.  In particular, it will trace the evolution of the WTO from the founding of the GATT in 1947, to successive “rounds” of trade liberalization negotiations, to the agreement to form a strengthened body in 1995.  This unit will also discuss the benefits and pitfalls of negotiating trade liberalization through a multilateral body.


3. Bilateral and Regional Trade Agreements
Regional trade agreements are an alternative to multilateral trade liberalization.  In the past 15 years, the number of regional trade agreements has expanded, and the pace of concluding regional trade agreements has quickened.  This unit will explore the differences between key bilateral and regional arrangements, notably the U.S.-Vietnam Bilateral Trade Agreement, the NAFTA, and the European Community.  This unit will also examine the challenges of making regional integration an effective element of national development strategies.  Finally, this unit will explore the conflict between regional and multilateral integration: do regional trade arrangements ultimately undermine the WTO’s efforts to liberalize trade multilaterally?


4. International Trade: Core Principles
This unit will explore core principles of international trade: (1) Most-Favored Nation (MFN) treatment, (2) national treatment, (3) transparency, (4) progressive liberalization, etc.  What are these principles?  How is MFN different from national treatment?  How do these principles work in practice?  This unit will answer these questions by analyzing the related provisions and examining practical case studies, including several classic GATT/WTO disputes.
5. Institution Building
Institution building and coordination is important for a nation entering the global trading community.  In particular, the setting up of advisory and private sector groups will help countries sustain the much needed political support for economic reform and further trade liberalization.  This unit will cover how government, business and institutions could harness the mid- to long-term economic opportunities and results of trade liberalization.       

TRADE IN GOODS

6. Market Access: Quotas and Tariffs
Trade liberalization has often been synonymous with 2 issues: the elimination of quantitative restrictions (quotas) and reductions in tariffs.  This unit will first explore key legal principles (such as GATT Article XI) and disputes associated with quota elimination.  This unit will next cover key questions related to tariffs, including the differences between tariffs and internal taxes, the relevance of “bound” rates, practical advice on reading a country’s tariff schedule, and revenue implications that countries have faced over the years in their efforts to reduce tariffs.

7. Market Access: Non-Tariff Barriers
Reductions in tariffs do not immediately result in trade liberalization.  Countries have often employed non-tariff barriers – in the form of internal taxes or other measures – to negate the benefits of tariff reductions.  At the same time, these internal measures are often based on legitimate policy reasons not necessarily designed for the purpose of restraining imports.  This unit will address examples of non-tariff barriers, in the form of domestic regulatory and tax measures, and will consider how WTO/GATT law has distinguished legitimate measures from protectionist actions.  Particular emphasis will be given to the national treatment principle contained in GATT Article III and related WTO provisions (such as the WTO Technical Barriers to Trade and Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures Agreements).

8. Customs  
The handling of goods at the border is one of the most basic components of international trade, and as a result, international and WTO norms are well developed, particularly in the area of customs classification, valuation and rules of origin.  This unit will explore these basic principles and will examine the relationship between a conventional, systematized, and efficient customs regime.

9. Trade in Agricultural Products 
Agriculture -- both a substantial portion of Vietnam’s economy and a tremendous source of friction between WTO Members – will be at the forefront of Vietnam’s WTO accession and the current Doha trade negotiations.  This unit will explore three issues related to trade in agriculture and corresponding WTO rules and practice: (1) agricultural tariffs, (2) export subsidies and domestic supports, and (3) the administration of sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) measures designed to protect human, plant and animal health.   

10. Trade Remedies
Trade liberalization and expanding trade flows bring greater risks of harm to domestic industries from unfairly priced or subsidized goods or import surges.  Recognizing this, international trade law acknowledges the right to establish legal regimes that shelter domestic industries from dumping (unfair pricing of imports), unfair subsidization, and unexpectedly harmful import surges.  This unit will address the basic principles of antidumping, countervailing duty, and safeguard regimes.  It will also describe, by way of example, the U.S. trade remedy regime, with attention to both the conduct of investigations and the administration of the resulting remedies.   

11. Textiles
The Vietnamese textile industry has considerable potential for export-led expansion.  However, the sector is also one that may generate considerable trade tension with countries with substantial and vocal textile industries – such as the United States and the EU.  This unit will explore trade in textiles and apparel from the days of the Multifibre Agreement (MFA) to the current WTO Agreement on Textiles and Clothing (ATC).  This unit will focus on the agreement in the ATC to phase out textile quotas for WTO Members by 2005, the use of special “transitional” textile safeguard, special textile provisions for China, and post-2005 arrangements.  

12. Subsidies, Government Procurement, State Trading 
Bilateral or WTO disciplines will require the government of Vietnam to address not only how it regulates private sector economic activity, but also how it conducts economic activity on its own behalf.  Government procurement disciplines are relatively new to international trade law, but form an important component of the Uruguay Round agreements.  This unit will describe these international disciplines (and exceptions) regarding government purchasing, and discuss the regulatory structures that might be adopted to implement such measures.

SERVICES AND INVESTMENT

13. Trade in Services 
One of the most notable achievements of the Uruguay Round was the conclusion of the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS).  For the first time, this agreement subjected trade in services to international trade disciplines, including MFN, national treatment, transparency, and others.  Through this agreement, WTO Members promised to afford market access and national treatment to a range of services integral to their economies, including distribution, telecommunications, financial, professional, and business services.  This unit will address the principal provisions of the GATS, review how to read a WTO Member’s “schedule” of specific services commitments, and examine WTO disputes in the services sector.  Moreover, this unit will focus on 2 specific services, which contain additional rules and requirements. 

a.   Telecommunications

Vietnam has deemed telecommunications both a national security industry and a key element for economic growth.  This unit will explore the legal obligations embodied in the WTO (including the pro-competitive regulatory principles of the WTO Reference Paper), consider how other emerging economies have worked to implement those principles, and discuss the benefits of a liberalized telecommunications regime.

b.    Financial Services

Liberalization and reform in the financial services sector are key factors in Vietnam’s economic development.   At the same time, it is critical that Vietnam have in place appropriate regulation and supervision of financial services providers.  With this linkage in mind, this unit will focus on exploring the benefits to Vietnam of liberalization, identifying appropriate regulatory objectives, and evaluating the Vietnamese regulatory regime in light of those objectives and WTO norms.

14. Investment/Trade-Related Investment Measures 
Trade and investment go hand in hand.  This unit will focus on (1) initiatives Vietnam has undertaken to promote investment, notably through the Enterprise Law, (2) the investment provisions of the U.S.-Vietnam Bilateral Trade Agreement and other bilateral investment treaties, and (3) efforts underway in the WTO to incorporate investment into its scope.  This unit will also address “TRIMs,” which are trade-related investment measures that often tie foreign investment to some protectionist purpose.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
15. Intellectual Property - TRIPS Agreement and Enforcement of IP Rights 
Like the GATS, the Agreement on Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) is one of the most enduring legacies of the Uruguay Round.  Because of this agreement, intellectual property protection is now one of the most rapidly developing – and controversial -- areas of international trade law.  Vietnam’s adherence to international norms and commitments, however, will depend on the further development of its domestic legal infrastructure for patent, copyright, trademark, and trade secret protection.  The unit will address the requirements of the TRIPS Agreement and related international IP conventions, international disputes arising out of the TRIPS Agreement, and the specific regulatory and administrative practices that can be employed to implement those standards.  This unit will also review current efforts to resolve the conflict between protecting pharmaceutical patents and addressing health emergencies.

DISPUTE SETTLEMENT
16. Dispute Settlement 
Dispute settlement procedures provide countries with an apolitical forum to address alleged violations of international trade agreements.  The WTO dispute settlement system provides Members will binding decision-making.  Failure to abide by such decisions can lead to WTO-authorized trade sanctions.  This unit will explore WTO dispute settlement procedures, how they work, how they have been used, and proposals for reform.  This unit will also cover dispute settlement fora outside of the WTO – including UNCITRAL and ICSID – that offer arbitration of trade and investment disputes.

OTHER ISSUES

17. Exceptions 
WTO agreements provide important exceptions that allow countries to address key public policy goals, such as national security and public health.  However, these provisions may also serve as a guise for unilateral actions.  This unit will explore instances when governments have invoked exceptions, relevant disputes, and efforts to strike a balance between legitimate goals and unilateral action.

18. Trade and Development  
The role of development in international trade has taken added significance since the launch of the Doha Development Agenda in November 2001. The WTO agreements already contain certain “specific and differential” provisions designed to account for developing country interests. But do these provisions work. How will the Doha Round account for such interests? 

19. WTO Accessions and the Doha Development Agenda
Trade liberalization is an ongoing process.  Since the founding of the WTO in 1995, 17 economies have acceded to the institution and an additional 30 economies are queuing to join.  Moreover, in November 2001, WTO Members launched a new round of trade liberalizing negotiations – the Doha Development Agenda, which they expect to conclude by January 2005.  This unit will address the increasing demands faced by countries – like Vietnam – which are applying for WTO accession and will provide an overview of the key aspects of the Doha negotiations.

20. Introduction to U.S. Trade Law 
This topic will provide an overview of key U.S. laws related to international trade. In the wake of the catfish case, this unit will include an intensive focus on US trade remedy laws, particularly U.S. anti-dumping and safeguard laws. This unit will also consider other U.S. statutes – including Section 301, Special 301, and Super 301.

INDEX V

Draft List of Materials And Resources
Compiled by the US- Vietnam Trade Council
Materials and resources include: 

I. WTO training materials

II. Books

III. Periodicals & articles

IV. Legal case studies

V. Internet websites

	I. WTO TRAINING MATERIALS

	25 chapters (about 384 pages) of training materials prepared by the World Trade Organization Secretariat.  Each chapter covers one issue of international trade law, for example: basic principles; market access; pre-shipment inspections; development; agriculture; SPS; textiles; TBT; TRIMS; anti-dumping, etc...



	II.  BOOKS

	Bernard M. Hoekman and Michel M. Kostecki, The Political Economy of the World Trading System, Second Edition, 2001, Oxford University Express. 

	Hoekman, Mattoo and English, Development, Trade and the WTO: A handbook (World Bank, 2002);

	Jackson, Davey & Sykes, Legal Problems of International Economic Relations (4th ed., West Group, 2002) 

	Krugman & Obstfeld, International economics: Theory and Policy (5th ed., Reading Mass, Addision-Wesley, 2000)

	Jackson & Sykes, ed., Implementing the Uruguay round (Oxford: Clarencedon Press 1997). 

	Raj Bhala, International trade law: Theory and Practice (Lexis, 2001) 

	Raj Bhala, International trade law: Theory and Practice, Second edition, Teacher’s manual Lexis Publishing, 2001

	Raj Bhala, International trade law handbook (Lexis, 2001) 

	Peter Gallagher, Guide to Dispute Settlement, WTO, Kluwer Law International, 2002, ISBN 90-411-9885-7

	Peter Gallagher, Guide to the WTO and developing countries, WTO, Kluwer Law International, 2000, ISBN 90-411-9799-0

	John Croome, Guide to the Uruguay Round Agreements, WTO, Kluwer Law International, 1999, ISBN 904111255

	WTO Secretariat, Guide to the GATS: An overview of Issues for further liberalization of trade in services, WTO, Kluwer Law International, 2002, ISBN 90-411-9885- 



	WTO Secretariat, WTO Analytical Index: Guide to WTO Law and Practice, 1st Edition, 2003, volume 1 and 2.

	Ralph H. Folsom, Michael Wallace Gordon, John A. Spanogle, International trade and investment in a nutshell, second edition, West Group, St. Paul, Minn., 2000;

	Ralph H. Folsom, Michael Wallace Gordon, John A. Spanogle, International business transactions, sixth edition, West Group, St. Paul, Minn., 2000;

	Ralph H. Folsom, Michael Wallace Gordon, John A. Spanogle, Intellectual property: patents, trademarks and copy rights in a nutshell, third edition, West Group, St. Paul, Minn., 2000;

	United Nations, WTO accession and development policies, 2001, ISBN 92-1-112568-5

	Roman Grynberg, Victor Ognivtsev and Mohammad A Razzaque, Paying the Price for joining the WTO: a comparative assessment of services sector commitments by WTO members and acceding countries, Commonwealth Secretariat, 2002

	Commonwealth Secretariat and International Trade Center, Business Guide to the world trading system, second ed., 1999.

	Kenneth W. Dam, The GATT: law and international economic organization, Midway Reprint, 1997.

	Jeffrey J. Schott, assisted by Johanna W. Buurman, The Uruguay Round Assessment, Institute for International Economics, Washington DC, November 1994.

	Ernst - Ulrich Petersmann, The GATT/WTO Dispute Settlement System, International Law, International Organizations and Dispute Settlement, Kluwer Law International Ltd, 1997.

	Ernst - Ulrich Petersmann, The GATT/WTO Dispute Settlement System, International Law, International Organizations and Dispute Settlement, Kluwer Law International Ltd, 1997.

	The South Centre, The TRIPS Agreement: A Guide for the South, ATAR, Geneva, 1997.

	Hoekman, Bernard, and Will Martin, Developing countries and the WTO: A Pro-active Agenda, Oxford, UK, Blackwell Publishers, 2001.

	Hoekman, Bernard, and Patrick A. Messerlin “Liberalizing Trade in Services: Reciprocal Negotiations and regulatory Reform”, Washington, DC: Brooking Institution Press and Harvard University, 2000.

	Pierre Sauve and Robert M. Stern, GATS: New Directions in services trade liberalization, Washington, DC: Brooking Institution Press and Harvard University, 2000.

	Maskus, Keith, 2000a. Intellectual Property Rights in the global economy. Washington, DC: Institute for international economics;

	Maskus, Keith, 2000b. “Regulatory standards in the WTO: comparing Intellectual Property Rights with competition policy, environmental protection and core labor standards” World Bank, Washington, DC.

	Pryles, Waincymer and Davies, International trade law: commentary and materials, LBC Information services, 1996.

	Claude Barfield Free Trade, Sovereignty, Democracy: The Future of the World Trade Organization, American Enterprise Institute (2001);

	Laurence Boisson de Chazournes, Cesare Romano, and, Ruth Mackenzie, eds. International Organizations and International Dispute Settlement: Trends and Prospects, Transnational Publishers, 2002.

	Friedl Weiss & Jochem Wiers (Editors), Improving WTO Dispute Settlement Procedures, London, Cameron May Publishers, 2000.

	Paul Todd, Cases and Materials on International Trade Law, Sweet & Maxwell Ltd; (December 19, 2002) 

	Frank W. Swacker, Kenneth R. Redden, Larry B. Wenger, World Trade Without Barriers: The World Trade Organization (WTO) and Dispute Resolution/With 1998 Cumulative Supplements, Lexis Law Pub; (January 1996) 

	Robert E. Hudec Cameron May, Essays on the Nature of International Trade Law, (May 1999)

	Indira Carr, Richard Kidner, Statutes & Conventions on International Trade Law, Intl Specialized Book Service Inc; 4th edition (September 2003)

	Terence P. Stewart, Amy S. Dwyer, Handbook on WTO Trade Remedy Disputes: The First Six Years (1995-2000), Transnational Publishers; (December 15, 2001) 

	World Trade Organization (Editor), WTO Agreements on CD-ROM Issue 1: The Legal Texts (English, French and Spanish) and Schedules: Services (English only), Cambridge University Press; (July 2002) 

	Indira Carr, Principles on International Trade Law, Intl Specialized Book Service Inc; (October 2003).

	Carlos Maria Correa (Editor), Abdulqawi Yusuf (Editor), Intellectual Property and International Trade: The Trips Agreement, Kluwer Law International; (September 1998)

	Bhagirath Lal Das, Bhagirath Lal Das Zed Books, An Introduction to the WTO Agreements, (September 1998) 

	WTO Secretariat (Editor), Guide to the GATS - An Overview of Issues for Further Liberalization of Trade in Services (WTO's Guide to Series Volume 3), Kluwer Law International; (November 2000)

	Nuno Pires De Carvalho, Nuno Pires de Carvalho, The Trips Regime of Patent Rights, Kluwer Law International; (November 2002)

	Melaku Geboye Desta, Melaku Geboye, Dr Desta, The Law of International Trade in Agricultural Products: From GATT 1947 to the WTO Agreement on Agriculture, Kluwer Law International; (April 1, 2002)

	Marc Benitah, The Law of Subsidies Under the GATT/WTO System, Kluwer Law International; (November 2001) 

	N. David Palmeter, Petros C. Mavroidis, Dispute Settlement in the World Trade Organization: Practice and Procedure, Kluwer Law Book Publishing; (January 1999)

	M. B. Rao, Manjula Guru, Understanding Trips: Managing Knowledge in Developing Countries, Response Publishing; (June 2003)

	Brian Hindley, Patrick Messerlin, Antidumping Industrial Policy - Legalized Protectionism in the WTO and What to Do About It, AEI Press; 1st edition (September 1996)

	New York County Lawyers' Association, New York County Lawyers Association Oceana Publications, Handbook on Customs and International Trade Law, 2nd edition (November 1996)

	

	III.  PERIODICALS AND ARTICLES

	World Trade Journal 

	Journal of Economic Perspectives

	The George Washington International Law Review

	Berkeley Journal of International Law 

	Arizona Journal of International and Comparative Law 

	Willem Van Der Geest, Bringing China into the Concert of Nations: An Analysis of its Accession to the WTO, Journal of World Trade, Vol. 32, No 3, June 1998.

	Gabrielle Marceau and Peter N. Pedersen, Is the WTO Open and Transparent? Vol.33, No 1, 1999.

	Safadi, R. and S. Laird (1996), "the Uruguay Round Agreements: Impact on Developing Countries", World Development, Vol. 24, No. 7.

	Zhao Wei, China's WTO Accession - Commitments and Prospects, Journal of World Trade, Vol.32, No. 2, April 1998.

	Mary Burfisher, Sherman Robinson and Karen Thierfelder, "The Impact of NAFTA On the United States," Journal of Economic Perspectives, (Winter 2001, pp. 125-44)

	

	IV.  INTERNET WEBSITES

	Multinational 

	http://www.wto.org (official website of the World Trade Organization)

	http://www.worldbank.org/trade (World Bank website on trade issues)

	U.S. Government 

	http://www.ustr.gov (official website of the US Trade Representative)

	http://www.ia.ita.doc.gov (US Department of Commerce site)

	Academic 

	http://www.law.georgetown.edu (official website of the Georgetown University Law Center)

	http://www.law.georgetown.edu/iiel/ (website to the Institute for International Economic Law, providing research on almost any subject involving law as it relates to economic activity crossing national borders)

	www.law.duke.edu/lib/ResearchGuides/gatt/gattframe.html (Duke Law School’s international trade law research guide)

	http://www.cid.harvard.edu/cidtrade (Harvard Law School works on International trade)

	Other

	www.citizen.org/trade (Global Trade Watch, a division of Public Citizen, – provides alternative perspectives on globalization issues, including the WTO)

	http://www.ictsd.org) (International Center for Trade and Sustainable Development)

	www.ictsd.org/weekly (“Bridges” - a weekly trade news digest run by the International Center for Trade an Sustainable Development.  Well connected to Geneva with a focus on environmental issues.)

	www.insidetrade.com (business-minded, matter-of-fact accounting of trade activities)

	www.tradeobservatory.org (collective effort by a number of NGOs to monitor WTO activity in Geneva)

	http://www.iie.com/policybriefs/news01-9.htm (policy briefs – Institute for International Economics)

	http://www.ejil.org/journal/curdevs/AB.html (a range of surveys and analysis on current development issues within the WTO)

	http://www.worldtradelaw.net (subscription website with expert commentary on WTO activities and useful links and info not found on the WTO website)


ANNEX VI
Additional to the Report review and adapt training syllabus related to WTO and international trade law at three universities in Vietnam

A – NATIONAL ECONOMICS UNIVERSSITY (Hanoi NEU)

I- Courses on WTO and Courses partly dealing with WTO

International Trade Law II, 4 credits, WTO issues: 80 %
To be taught at Faculty of Law, and Faculty of Commerce, National Economics University, Hanoi (Hanoi NEU)
Textbook:  not yet published

Books for reference: 

(i) World Trade Law, Raj Bhala & Kennedy, Lexis Law Publishing, 2002 in English

(ii) International Trade Law: theory and practice (2001), Raj Bhala, Lexis, translation into Vietnamese by Judicial Publishing House, 2005

(iii) International Trade Law”, compiled by Mai Hong Quy & Tran Viet Dung; published in 2005, in Vietnamese, made available to the participants;

The WTO - related content: 

Overview of International Trade Law including WTO issues; Laws of international trade organizations including WTO;  WTO framework for trade in goods and services, Trade remedies (safe guards, antidumping, countervailing..); TRIPs and TRIMs, WTO dispute settlement, etc. The WTO-related content is integrated within every problem section discussed.

Desired improvements: 

The trainers would like to compile a textbook on “International Trade Law” to be used primarily at the Hanoi NEU. We also wish to develop an interactive approach based on case studies and simulation exercises. We need access to quality case studies.

Regarding trainer’s training needs; our Faculty of Law’s key lecturers need to be admitted to the 3 months course on WTO Laws which is held regularly in Geneva. If this is offered, it can assist us in the development of their skills and knowledge systematically.

II - Marginally relevant courses

2.1. Introduction to WTO (Elective), 2 credits, WTO issues: 90 %
Textbook:  not yet published

Book for reference: 

(1) “Questions and Answers on WTO”, MUTRAP II, Hanoi 2006 

(2) Bernard M. Hoekman and Michel M. Kostecki, The Political Economy of the World Trading System, Second Edition, 2001, Oxford University Express. 
The WTO– related content:

Introduction to the World Trade Organization (WTO) 

Provides rules and practices of this multilateral institution; provides an instructive overview of the institution.  In particular, it will trace the evolution of the WTO from the founding of the GATT in 1947, to successive “rounds” of trade liberalization negotiations, to the agreement to form a strengthened body in 1995.  Also discusses the benefits and pitfalls of negotiating trade liberalization through a multilateral body.

Explores core principles of international trade: (1) Most-Favored Nation (MFN) treatment, (2) national treatment, (3) transparency, (4) progressive liberalization, etc

Introduction of  core WTO’s Agreements on trading in goods and services

Dispute Settlement : This will explore WTO dispute settlement procedures

Desired improvements: 

The trainers would like to be consulted a standard contents of  Introduction to the World Trade Organization (WTO) to be taught only in 2 credits (30 hours including case studies and simulation exercises)
2.2. Specialized WTO references (Intellectual Property Management, refers to TRIPs agreement). 3credits, WTO issues : 50 %
Textbook:  not yet published

Book for reference: “The International Intellectual Property System: Commentary & Materials”; Abbott, Cottiers and Gurry.

The WTO– related content:

Overview intellectual property rights and law on intellectual property; Special provisions to be stipulated by TRIPS: [Copyright laws and related rights; Trademark, trade name; Geographical indications; Invention, industrial design; Layout-design of semiconductor integrated circuits; Business secrets, Plant variety; Implementation of IPRs ]

Desired improvements: 

The trainers would like to be consulted in drafting a standard textbook on TRIPS since those have not been disseminated and circulated in Vietnam yet.

III- Courses Referring to WTO
Table No 1: National Economics University: List of Courses Referring to WTO
	No
	Course Title
	Credits
	Time spend on WTO issues (%)
	WTO-related teaching material Available: A 

Non-available: N 


	Desired improvements  concerning the WTO-related part of the course (if any)

	1. 
	Law of Int’l Business Transactions (Law Faculty)
	3
	 10%
	A: textbook (2005 edition)
	To separate WTO issues from the Law of Int’l Business Transactions 

	2
	It’ll Economics relations

(Law Faculty)
	3
	30%
	N: textbook 

A: Teacher notes 
	To improve the section dealing with the WTO 

	3
	Intel’s Trade Policy (Faculty of Commerce)
	5
	30%
	A: Teacher notes
	To improve the section dealing with the WTO

	4 
	Intel’s Economics (Faculty of Inte’l Economics)
	5
	10%
	A: textbook
	To improve the section dealing with the WTO


B.
UNIVERSITY OF LAW, HOCHIMINH CITY 

I. Courses on WTO and Courses partly dealing with WTO

International Trade Law , 3 credits, WTO issues : 50 %. 

To be taught at Faculty of International Law and other 04 faculties at the University of Law, HoChiMinh City
Textbook:  not yet published

Book for reference: “International Trade Law”, published in 2005, compiled by Mai Hong Quy & Tran Viet Dung; in Vietnamese made available to the participants; 

The WTO– related content:
Overview of International Trade Law; Trade in goods; Trade in services; Trade related to IPRs; Investment and Government Procurement; Contracts in international trade; Dispute resolution in International Trade
Desired improvements: 

The trainers prefer to compile a textbook on “International Trade Law”, including both “public law” and “private inte’l business transaction” to be used primarily at the University of Law, HoChiMinh City. Short-term training on International Trade Law” have been provided by the US-Vietnam Trade Council, but focused only on the public law angle. Need MUTRAP to clearly identify whether there should be a grant textbook on Inte’l Trade Law that can help to cover both “public law” and “private inte’l business transaction” in 45 hours teaching. 

II. Specialized WTO references (Intellectual Property Rights and Technology Transfer, refers to TRIPs agreement). 2 credits, WTO issues: 30 %
Textbook:  not yet published

Book for reference: “Intellectual Property Rights”, published in 2005, compiled by Le Net; in Vietnamese; made available to the participants; 

III- Courses Referring to WTO at the University of Law, HoChiMinh City 
Table No 2: List of Courses Referring to WTO
	No
	Course Title
	Credits
	Time spend on WTO issues (%)
	WTO-related teaching material Available: A 

Non-available: N 


	Desired improvements  concerning the WTO-related part of the course (if any)

	1. 
	Law of Int’l Organizations (Inte’l Law Faculty)
	2
	 15 %
	A: teacher notes
	To improve the section dealing with the WTO

	2
	Diplomatic relations and procedures

(Inte’l Law Faculty)
	2
	10 %
	N: teacher notes
	To improve the section dealing with the WTO 

	3
	Resolution of Inte’l Trade Disputes (all 05 Faculties)
	2
	15 %
	A: Teacher notes
	To improve the section dealing with the WTO


C –UNIVERSITY OF FINANCE, HANOI
Economics Law, 4 credits, WTO issues: 10 %
Textbook: “Economic Law”, Published in 2004, in Vietnamese made available to the participants; 

The WTO– related content: 

Overview of International Economic Law including WTO issues; Legal framework of international organizations in trade & finance
Desired improvements:

The trainers would like to develop a new teaching subject and to have a complete textbook on Inte’l Trade Law including WTO laws. They also need access to quality case studies both in English and in Vietnamese. 
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I.
 PRE-REFORM PERIOD (PRIOR TO 1986) 

No universities, colleges and training centers did provide lectures on either WTO or policies or international trade law during the pre-reform period (prior to 1986). Therefore, curriculums, textbooks and documents on WTO and international trade law were not available.  
Some universities like Law University, Foreign Trade University, Foreign Affair University, Finance and Accounting University introduced the subject named “international law” including two parts which were international public law and international private law.  Both parts mentioned nothing on WTO and international trade law. Moreover, Foreign Trade University provided some subjects like “Law in Foreign Trade”, “Foreign Trade Theory”, “ United Nation and its bodies” due to the fact that the University was under Ministry of Foreign Trade (currently called Ministry of Trade).  Curriculums and references for these subjects were tailored by universities themselves, mainly basing on curriculums of some universities in former USSR. These subjects did not mention WTO.

Reasons: In this period, Vietnam implemented a closed and planning economy. No trading to the world made universities in economic fields provide no lectures on WTO nor trade and ones in law fields deliver no lectures on international trade law.      
II. 
FROM REFORM PERIOD TO PRESENT

1. 
From the year 1987 to the year 1996 (before promulgating Vietnamese Commercial Law 1997)

1.1. Context

Subsidy economy has been gradually removed. Vietnam has involved in more economic relations with other countries in the world. Trade has been formed. The first Foreign Investment Law was launched in 1987. The law was amended for the first time in 1990, second time in 1993 and third time in 1996 paving ground for business activities of foreign investors in Vietnam.  
Universities in Vietnam have laid down as a policy to diversify training majors, to expand training scales and to up date curriculums and teaching methods in order to meet the development demand of the country.  
1.2. Current situation of teaching of WTO and international trade law 

Many new subjects have been introduced mainly on domestic trading, market, finance, trading banks, etc.  
Some universities (Foreign Trade University, Trade University...) have provided subjects on foreign investment, on FDI, etc. Others (like Hanoi Law University, Ho Chi Minh Law University...) have offered law on FDI and on export &import contract dispute settlement. 
So far, there have been no universities and colleges truly lecturing on WTO and international trade law. 
2. 
From the year of 1997 up to present  

2.1. Domestic and international contexts:

Vietnamese Trade Law was first promulgated in May 1997 to create legal framework for the development of commercial activities both domestically and externally.  
Vietnam has entered bilateral agreements with nearly 60 countries, joined   ASEAN in July 1995, and joined APEC in November 1998…
Vietnam was accepted to be an observer of GATT in June 1994. Vietnam applied to joint WTO in January 1995 and became an observer of WTO.
Vietnam now is targeting at joining WTO by the end of 2006. 
2.2. Recent innovations in education at undergraduate level in Vietnam

- Education at undergraduate level is the first priority in the Government policy and the task of the people (Law on Education 1998, amended 2005).  
- Education scale has been expanded to both national colleges and private colleges. As of 2005, Vietnam has had more than 120 colleges and over 100 universities (noted that there were tens of colleges and universities in the previous period) in which 30 colleges and universities are state-owned.  
- On 11th July 2003, the Prime Minister promulgated Decision No 137/2003/Q§-TTg approving a training plan to improve human resource for international economic integration in the period 2003-2010. 
This training plan puts up two main goals; 
Firstly, from 2003 to 2005: develop curriculums, textbooks, references of WTO and international economic integration. 
Secondly, from 2006 to 2010: supplement, complete and improve the quality of above curriculums, textbooks and references of WTO, international trade law, international trade, etc. 
2.3. Current situation of teaching of WTO and international trade law

Since 2003, most of universities in law and economic fields have offered subjects concerning WTO, international trade, international trade law and policy to students in undergraduate level and graduate level as shown below:
a. In Foreign Trade University  (both in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh city)  

i) Courses on WTO

a) International Trade Law, 4 credits, WTO issues: 66.67%

b) International Trade Law (advanced), 2 credits, WTO issues: 66.67%

International Trade Law listed in ‘Course on WTO’ has been delivered to undergraduate (major of International Business Law, 4 credits) and post graduate students (2 credits) at Foreign Trade University, specialising in WTO issues. The courses, both for undergraduate and post graduate, are divided into two parts (see Appendix):

Part one is an overview of international trade law, consisting of some aspects such as fundamentals of international trade law, major trade legal systems in the world, International Law: Relations between trade and national trade and international trade; relations between national trade law and international trade law, and Nations and enforcement of judicial power in international trade. 
Part two is of WTO and WTO’s plurilateral agreements (GATT agreement 2004, ATC agreement, GATS agreement, TRIPS agreement, and Dispute settlement regime in WTO). 
Textbook: teacher’s notes in Vietnamese

Desired improvements: official textbooks should be available for students

c)  International Trade Institution: 1 credits, WTO issues: 33.33%

This model is an elective subject in which 5 contact hours are spent on analyzing the relations between WTO and WB, IMF, EU, AFTA…In fact, time for the course is not much, just 15 teaching hours, however, in which 5 hours are spent on WTO and other international institutions related issues.

Textbook: teacher’s note in Vietnamese and English

Desired improvement: interactive approach should be used in teaching

ii) Courses referring to WTO

Table 1: Courses referring to WTO at Foreign Trade University

	No
	Course title
	Credits
	Time spend on WTO (%)
	WTO-related material

A: vailable

N: Non Available
	Desired improvements concerning the WTO related part of the course

	1
	International Trade Policy (undergraduate) 
	4
	20
	
	

	2
	International Trade Policy (Post graduate) 
	2
	20
	
	

	3
	International Economic Relation(undergraduate)
	5
	13.33
	A: textbook
	

	4
	International Economic Relation (post graduate)
	2
	20
	A: textbook
	

	5
	Introduction to Law
	3
	6.7
	A: textbook
	

	6
	International Business Environments (undergraduate)
	3
	10
	
	

	7
	International Business Environments (post graduate) 
	2
	20
	
	


Source: Faculty of External Economics and Faculty of Post Garguate, FTU,  May 2006
iii) Marginally relevant courses

· General presentation: 0

· Specialised WTO references: many courses refers to some specific aspects of WTO, such as Custom (GATT agreement), …

In addition to these courses, as to thesis and dissertations, there are at least 10 graduate students and 30 undergraduate students choosing WTO as their topics from different views, which shows the fact that students are interested in WTO issues. As to references, references on WTO and international trade law in English and Vietnamese are available (see appendix 3).  
Drawbacks:
1. No standard textbooks specializing on WTO tailors by the University are available for both undergraduate students and graduate students.  
2 At its first stage of application and review, training syllabus related to WTO and international trade laws is still not systematic and consistent in terms of training duration and content. (see appendix 1 and appendix 2).

3 Translated materials have not been duplicated and publicized for reference (due to lack of budget)
4 Insufficiency of qualified teachers: Only 3 out of 13 permanent lecturers in Law Department of Foreign Trade University are capable of delivering lectures on issues related to WTO and international trade law. Only 2 of these 3 lecturers have just started to give lectures on some issues related to WTO or international trade laws. 
5 It is difficult to invite visiting lecturers due to the university’s limited budget and lecturers’ constrained time. Visiting lecturers only deliver lectures in form of reporting in workshops…but do not have intensive study. 
b)  Hanoi University of Law

i) Courses on WTO

 International trade law, 2 credits, WTO related issues: 33%

The course has been taught to graduate students and please see appendix 2.

ii) Marginally relevant courses

The training syllabus remains inconsistent. The University still does not have training syllabus related to WTO and international trade law. Following are some subjects referring to WTO.

Table 2: Marginally relevant courses at Hanoi University of Law
	No
	Subject
	Connection with the international trade law and WTO (%)

	
	
	

	
	Bachelor programmes
	

	1
	Private International Law
	4%

	3
	International Economics Law
	4%

	
	Master programmes
	

	1
	Principles of Private International Law
	3%

	2
	Deep theory of modern Private International Law
	5%

	3
	United Nations and international organizations
	5%

	4
	Modern international trade Arbitration
	5%

	6
	Industrial property right in the Private International Law
	5%

	7
	Author right in the  Private International Law
	5%

	
	Courses for PhD programmes 
	

	1
	International trading contract
	4%

	2
	Modern International Economic Law
	5%

	3
	Global and regional economic organizations
	5%


Source: Hanoi University of Law, May 2005

c) Ho Chi Minh City University of Law
i) Courses referring to WTO

Table 3: Courses referring to WTO at Ho Chi Minh City University of Law

	No
	Course title
	Credits
	Time spend on WTO (%)
	WTO-related material

A: Available

N: Non Available
	Desired improvements concerning the WTO related part of the course

	1
	International Trade Policy (undergraduate) 
	4
	20
	Teacher’s notes
	

	2
	International Trade Policy (Post graduate) 
	2
	20
	Teacher’s notes
	

	3
	Law on Vietnamese Trade
	3
	11.11
	
	

	4
	International Dispute Settlement
	3
	13.33
	
	


Source: Ho Chi Minh University of Law,  May 2006
International trade law has been taught to full-time students since 1997-1998, with training duration of 45 contact hours for students in other faculties and 60 contact hours for students in Faculty of International law and Trade. 
The content of this subject is divided into 2 parts: International public - trade laws and International private - trade laws, which makes some contents overlap and duplicated. 
From 1997 to 2004: The university did not have textbooks for the subject. 
In 2005, the “International trade law” textbook was compiled and published (Chief author: A/Prof., Dr. Mai Hong Quy, Ho Chi Minh City National University Publisher, 2005). 
This textbook has 398 pages, with 8 chapters as follows:
Chapter 1: Theory of international laws for trade

Chapter 2: Inter-governmental organizations in international trade    

Chapter 3: Trade in goods

Chapter 4: Subsidy, antagonism… in international trade

Chapter 5: Trade in services

Chapter 6: Intellectual property

Chapter 7: Dispute settlement

Chapter 8: International trade legal system in Vietnam

Ho Chi Minh City University of Law has not officially applied this textbook to training syllabus until 2006. 
ii) Marginally relevant courses

General presentation: 0 

Specialised WTO references: 

As required by compulsory programmes set by Ministry of Education and Training, some courses at the university offering some aspects of WTO, such as GATS, GATT…
III.
SOME RECOMMENDATIONS AND PROPOSALS

1. It is essential that professional textbooks on WTO and international trade law have been compiled, as these two subjects have been taught in almost all universities in Vietnam specializing in Economics and Law (with different contents and duration).
2. Training syllabus related to WTO and international trade laws needs to be designed to meet common standards, in which the part of WTO and international trade law introduction should be consistent; the part specializing in each WTO agreement, trade in goods, services, etc should be left to universities so that the distinction and competitiveness can be explored. 

3. Publicize textbooks of foreign authors, especially those already translated into Vietnamese. Example: Textbook “International Trade Law, Theory and Practice” of Raj BHALA, Lexis Nexis Publisher. This textbook has been translated by US-Vietnam Trade Council, Justice Publisher, 2005 (Only 300 books available).

APPENDIX 1
TEACHING OUTLINE FOR THE COURSE OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE LAW 

· This course has been provided to students in master course No 7 (2002), No 8 (2003), No 9 (2004) and No 10 (2005) in Foreign Trade University (major of the World Economy and International Economic Relations). 

· Credits: 2   (30 contact hours).

· Lecturer: 
Prof., J.D Nguyen Thi Mo

Prof., Dr. Doan Nang (Ministry of Science and Technology) - lecturing in 2003, 2004
Contents

Topic 1: Overview of international trade law 

1. Fundamentals of international trade law 
2. Major trade legal systems in the world. 
3. International Law: Relations between trade and national trade and international trade; relations between national trade law and international trade law. 
4. Nations and enforcement of judicial power in international trade. 
Topic 2: WTO and WTO’s plurilateral agreements  

1. WTO vµ Marrakesh Agreement on establishment of WTO.

2. WTO’s plurilateral agreements.

1.1.
The importance of plurilateral agreements in the view of international trade law in relation with WTO. 
1.2.
Research on some agreements:

1  GATT agreement 2004.

2   ATC agreement.

3   GATS agreement.

4   TRIPS agreement.

3. Dispute settlement regime in WTO 
APPENDIX 2
TEACHING OUTLINE FOR THE COURSE OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE LAW
· Master course No 9 (10/2003) Hanoi Law University.

· Credits: 2 (20 contact hours).

· Lecturer: Prof., J.D. Nguyen Thi Mo.

Contents
Part 1: International Trade Law: General approach
I. Overview of International Trade Law 
1. Definition, content of International Trade Law 
2. International Trade Law in the relation with international law 
3. International Trade Law in the relation with national trade law

II. Main content of International Trade Law
1. Global international trade activities 
2. Regional international trade activities 
3. Multilateral international trade activities 
III. Sources of international trade law 
1. International treaties of trade.
2. Custom and usage of trade
3. National trade law .

4. Case law of international trade

IV. Dispute settlement in international trade
1. Among nations  
2. Among enterprises
Part 2: Specific approach  

I. In the field of trade in goods.  
1. WTO and legal regime for trade in goods.  
2. WTO and its effects on trade in goods among members

II. In the field of trade in services  
1. WTO/GATS and legal features  
2. GATS’s effects on trade in services

III. In the field of intellectual property  
1. WTO/TRIPS and features  
2. TRIPS’s effects on IP relating aspects
APPENDIX 3
REFERENCES FOR THE COURSE OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE LAW
This references are used for students in master course No 9 ( Hanoi Law University -2003) and students in master course of international economy and international economic relations (course No 7, 8, 9, 10) in Foreign Trade University. 

I. References in Vietnamese 

1. Ministry of Trade (2000), Results of Uruguay Round of plurilateral trade system, Statistics Publisher, Hanoi.

2. Ministry of Foreign Affair (2002), Vietnam economic integration in the context of globalization, National Politics Publisher, Hanoi. 

3. Project VIE 97/016 of UNDP and CIEM (2000), WTO accession- Challenges and effects on legal framework of Vietnam, Hanoi. 
4. The battle in Seattle. Globalization and WTO, National Politics Publisher, Hanoi
5. Another Davod forum, Phr¨ngxoa Uta vµ Phr¨ngxoa P«lª, National Politics Publisher, Hanoi, 2000.

6. Guidance for businessmen on the world’s trade system, National Politics Publisher, Hanoi , 2001.

7. National Committee of international economic cooperation  (2002), Question and Answer of WTO, National Politics Publisher, Hanoi.

8. National Committee of international economic cooperation (2002), Vietnam and international economic organizations, National Politics Publisher, Hanoi.
9. National Committee of international economic cooperation (2002), Report on analysis of new negotiation agenda of WTO, Hanoi. 
From Master course No 10 (2005) in Foreign Trade University, the followings are required:

10. Prof., J.D. Nguyen Thi Mo (2005), Pace choosing and solution for Vietnam to open trade in services, Politics Theory Publisher, Hanoi.  
II. References in English

1.
List of WTO disputes as at October 25. 2002: 

http://www.wto.org/English/tratop_e/disput_e/distabase_e.htm.

2.
Update of WTO dispute settlement cases, October 29. 2002 (WTO/DS/OV/9). http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/dispu_e.htm
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INTRODUCTION

For the past many years, Vietnam strongly committed to participate into the regional and international economic integration. In early 1995, the government of Vietnam applied for WTO accession and currently is observer of this organization.
The lessons of success in the reform and development process and the active integration of Vietnam indicate the great social and economic benefit of this process. Robust and sustainable export growth contributes to high and sustainable GDP growth over many years, strengthening the balance of payment, accumulating savings, and attracting foreign investment. 
Apart from many important opportunities, international economic integration in general and WTO accession in particular also imply themselves many challenges. The biggest and most important challenge of this process is to create best conditions in the country for Vietnam to effectively participate into international integration.
In order to deal with these challenges, Vietnam has to well prepare in terms of domestic conditions for the implementation of international commitment, especially in terms of improving the competitiveness of the economy, firms, and products. 
Given that situation, the active participation of the public at large, the government and the firms into the integration is essential for successful integration. This requires a clear understanding of both WTO systems, regulations and its new trends in various fields including agriculture, products and services in order to survive in a competitive trade environment. Therefore, training and education concerning WTO related courses on International Relations in universities play a very important role in the perception of these issues. Hereafter, the report will analyze WTO related course on international relations in Foreign Trade University, Vietnam University of Commerce and Da Nang University as well as their strengths and weaknesses. Accordingly, some recommendations are raised in order to improve training qualification and teacher knowledge in WTO issues.
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WTO RELATED COURSES ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS IN THREE UNIVERSITIES

1. Foreign Trade University (FTU)
FTU has been found for 45 years. Currently, FTU has 7 majors including External Economics, Business Administration, Banking and Finance, English, Japanese, Chinese and French. FTU offers high demand training programs which are continually upgraded to increase quality and to meet socio-economic needs. These majors are applied for undergraduate and postgraduate programs. 
Presently, WTO related courses on international relations are introduced for both undergraduate and postgraduate programs. They are mainly courses referring to WTO, in which 5-20% of the course time is allocated to the WTO issues.
	No
	Course Title
	Credits
	Time spend on WTO issues (%)
	WTO-related teaching material Available: A

Non-available: N
	Desired improvements  concerning the WTO-related part of the course (if any)

	UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS
	
	
	
	

	1. 
	International Economic Relations
	4
	10%
	A: International Economic Relations (textbook) and teachers handouts
	Should focus more on the economic competition and cooperation among countries as well as between countries and WTO. The study of the formation and operations of WTO should be analyzed in more details.

	2
	International Trade Policies
	4
	7%
	A: teachers notes
	Should mention more on multilateral trade which is carried out mainly in the GATT/WTO framework.

	3
	International Economics
	4
	5%
	A: teachers notes
	Should focus more on the role of WTO on international economics and its gains from free international trade.

	4
	International Business
	4
	7%
	A: teachers notes
	Should go into more details of WTO issues relating international trade regulations and mechanism.

	5
	International Business Environment
	4
	10%
	A: teachers notes
	Should focus more on multilateral trading systems (WTO) and its international business trends and developments. Benefits and costs of Vietnam’s accessing to WTO should be analyzed more.

	POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMS
	
	
	
	

	1
	International Trade and Economic Institutions
	4
	10%
	A: teachers notes
	Should emphasize specially on the role of WTO on international trade.

	2
	International Trade Policies
	4
	7%
	A: teachers notes
	As mentioned above

	3
	International Economics
	4
	5%
	A: teachers notes
	As mentioned above

	4
	International Business Environment
	4
	10%
	A: teachers notes
	As mentioned above

	5
	World and Regional Economies
	2
	10%
	A: teachers notes
	The study of the formation and operations of WTO as well as its effects to Vietnam’s economic development should be analyzed in more details


2. Vietnam University of Commerce (VUC)
VUC was found in 1960. At the moment, VUC has trained for undergraduate and postgraduate. In terms of undergraduate, VUC has 3 majors, namely Business Administration, Accounting and Economics. Regarding postgraduate, VUC has 2 majors including Accounting and Commerce.
In the Vietnam University of Commerce, WTO related courses on international relations are lectured on both undergraduate and postgraduate programs. Apart from only one course partly dealing with WTO (20-50% of the course time is allocated to the WTO issues), almost courses refer to WTO, in which 5-20% of the course time is allocated to the WTO issues.
· Course partly dealing with WTO

Course title: WTO and Vietnam’s Commerce Development 
Number of credit: 2 credits
The course time spent on the strictly WTO topics: 30%
Textbook: Teachers notes
The WTO– related content: giving students general understanding about WTO including its history, institutional structure, basic legal rules, relationship of WTO to regional and bilateral trade agreements and its effect of establishment of international relations with WTO to Vietnam’s economic development. 
Desired improvements: the course should go into more details of issues relating WTO’s international relations. It will be more useful and effective if WTO issues are divided into various specific areas, respectively different courses specialized on WTO. Accordingly, time spent on the strict WTO topics will be increased. Moreover, the trainers would like to develop an interactive approach based on case studies and simulation exercises. The trainers need more qualified teaching materials for supporting their work such as case studies, international experiences on the impact of WTO accession, implementation, and post-WTO challenges in both English and Vietnamese.
· Courses referring to WTO
	No
	Course Title
	Credits
	Time spend on WTO issues (%)
	WTO-related teaching material Available: A

Non-available: N
	Desired improvements  concerning the WTO-related part of the course (if any)

	UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS
	
	
	
	

	1. 
	International Economics
	4
	7%
	A: teachers handouts
	Should focus more on international economic interaction, especially impact of WTO to consumers, businesses, economic policies and the economy of countries in the world.

	2
	International Business
	4
	7%
	A: teachers notes
	WTO issues relating international trade regulations and mechanism should be analyzed more

	POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMS
	
	
	
	

	1
	International Business
	3
	7%
	A: teachers notes
	As mentioned above


3. Da Nang University (DNU)
 DNU was established in 1994. At present, DNU has 5 members, namely university of Economics, university of Technology, university of Education, university of Foreign Studies and college of technology. These colleges have both undergraduate and postgraduate programs. However, in these colleges, WTO related courses are mainly introduced for undergraduate programs. They are courses referring to WTO, in which 5-20% of the course time is allocated to the WTO issues.
	No
	Course Title
	Credits
	Time spend on WTO issues (%)
	WTO-related teaching material Available: A

Non-available: N
	Desired improvements  concerning the WTO-related part of the course (if any)

	UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS
	
	
	
	

	1. 
	International Economic Relations
	4
	10%
	A: International Economic Relations (textbook) and teachers handouts
	Should focus more on the study of the formation and operations of WTO. The effect of WTO issues on the international trade and international finance and the effects of their institutions and policies to members’ economic development should be discussed in more details

	2
	International Trade
	4
	7%
	A: teachers notes
	

	3
	International Economics
	4
	5%
	A: teachers notes
	


EVALUATION OF THE COURSES

Firstly, in terms of the coverage, WTO related courses on International Relations are introduced in all three universities for both undergraduate and postgraduate programs. They are mainly courses referring to WTO, in which 5-20% of the course time is allocated to the WTO issues. The courses provide students general understanding about WTO including its history, institutional structure, basic legal rules, relationship of WTO to regional and bilateral trade agreements, as well as non-trade international organizations. Besides, some courses addressed major policy and legal issues such as the benefits and challenges of Vietnam’s accession, what to do and not to do in negotiations, lessons from other acceding or new member countries (like China and Cambodia), and specific legal issues related to TRIMS, GATS and Dispute Settlement. 
Additionally, these universities also organised seminars or workshops discussing WTO related issues on international relations such as Vietnam’s export policies to link country’s competitiveness with integrated strategy of concerned sectors when accessing WTO, international experiences on the impact of WTO accession, implementation, and post-WTO challenges (both judicial and policy, internal and external challenges). The courses are intended for teachers on international relations in particular and economics and business in general, researchers, consultants and government officials charged of international relations. As a result, teachers and researchers can gain in-depth knowledge in WTO issues.
Furthermore, many research works and assignments on WTO’s international relation matters have been carried out by researchers, lecturers and students in the universities. By doing research, they are able to acquire deeper understanding about WTO and its functions, structure and system.
However, apart from the strong points, these courses also imply themselves some weaknesses. In all three universities there are not any courses specialised in WTO’s international relations. Although the issues are lectured in many modules of majors, they are mainly discussed in one chapter or section. For example, in Foreign Trade University, WTO issues on international relations are given in almost majors for both undergraduate and postgraduate programs. However, the content is too brief, does not focus and go into the details of specific problems concerning WTO’s international relations. Although Vietnam University of Commerce has its owned course titled ‘WTO and Vietnam commerce development’, the amount of teaching time is limited (4 credits). Therefore, it is impossible to go deep into WTO basic issues on international relations. Whereas in Danang University the WTO matters which are only lectured on few modules such as international economics and international economic relations, are too cursory and domestic perspective focused rather than international issues. It can be said that WTO related issues on international relations are not introduced systematically. Therefore, students do not have enough time to learn about the organisation and get deeper knowledge and comprehensive understanding about the problems concerned.
In comparison with WTO related courses on international relations conducted by other universities in the region and in the world, the courses in three universities are less focused. For example, International relations courses in University of Toronto (Canada) for 2005 and 2006 consist of 27 different courses
. These courses focus on specific issues relating various aspects of international relations in which there are four courses specialised in WTO’s matters.
Secondly, in respect of methodology, it is largely traditional one, in which students study what is given by lecturers in the class. The method has not stimulated students to develop its creativeness and independent thought. They are more passive rather than active to go into deeper and update the latest information relating concerned issues.
Thirdly, with regard to teaching approach, in the three universities the trainers try to develop interactive approach based on case studies and exercises. Thus, considerable interaction is encouraged amongst the students themselves as well as between students and lecturers. This approach embraces a mixture of teaching and learning methods, which include lecture session and seminar. To make the seminar discussions a worthwhile interactive exercise, student are advised and encouraged to vigorously express their views through constructive participation. However, students are not proactive and conscious of exercising, doing research and participating seminars and workshops. Furthermore, as trainers lack qualified materials, some case studies and exercises are not updated and interesting enough to invite students to involve themselves in discussion.
Fourthly, in terms of teaching materials, up to now, both teachers and students only take necessary information on WTO related issues from internet or make full use of reports generated by specialised seminars or forums. Many materials are written in English. Therefore, the universities lack formal textbooks, training materials, case studies etc specialised in WTO’s international relations for their lecturers and students as well.
HUMAN RESOURCE NEEDED

Generally, in three universities teaching staff responsible for giving lectures on WTO related courses on international relations is profound and well qualified. They are full of experience and having realistic knowledge about WTO issues. Furthermore, they were all trained by short-term courses specialised in WTO. Besides, they also took part in many seminars and forums on WTO matters, which were participated by the most policymakers from central and local governments, top business managers, well-known academics and internationals famous experts. It was good opportunities for them to get further training in both theory and reality.
However, the teaching staffs in three universities are not trained professionally and systematically because so far there are not any long term courses focused on WTO related issues in general and WTO’s international relations in particular. Moreover, qualification of lecturers is largely Master level and rarely Doctoral one.
RECOMMENDATIONS

According to the analysis of strengths and weaknesses of WTO related courses in international relations and human resource specialised in the WTO issues, some recommendations are put forward as follows:
In terms of human resource, some long term courses focused on the WTO related issues in general and WTO’s international relations in particular should be organised for training teaching staffs specialised in the WTO matters more professionally and systematically. The organisations should create good conditions for teaching staffs to participate in WTO e-training which allows interaction between the participants and WTO tutors. It is a good chance for them to improve and update their knowledge concerning WTO’s international relations.
In respect of WTO related courses on international relations, specialised courses on WTO issues in general and WTO’s international relations in particular should be held for providing students more comprehensive understanding and deeper knowledge in the WTO matters. These courses should be focused on the following problems:
-
WTO’s trade policy, trade negotiation skills etc.

-
WTO Accession Approaches in Other Countries: What to do and what not to do during negotiations? Lessons for Vietnam

-
Enacting WTO-consistent laws: International experience and Vietnam’s approach

-
Investment Measures under TRIMs: International experience

-
International Experiences on Implementing GATS requirements: Horizontal issues and Financial Services

-
Dispute Settlement: International Experience and Implications to Vietnam

-
Vietnamese legal regulation on anti-dumping and their consistency with the WTO’s requirements.
Regarding textbooks, exercises, training materials specialised in WTO issues, the organisation should help the universities compile textbooks relating to WTO issues on international relations and supply necessary materials for supporting the study and research of lecturers and students as well.
REFERENCE

1. Foreign Trade University, Framework of Training Program, 2005

2. Vietnam University of Commerce, Framework of Training Program, 2005
3. Danang University, Framework of Training Program, 2005
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Belong to delegating of Project, we visited the Faculty of Economics and Law under Vietnam National University Hochiminh City (hereby abbreviated as Faculty of Economics and Law). Faculty of Economics and Law is a high quality undergraduate and post-graduate education training as well as research center, which is capable to meet the demand and requirements of the society in the process of industrialization, modernization and international integration. 

I. GENERAL
The Faculty trains economists, lawyers, managers and experts specializing in the many fields of International Economic Relations, Finance and Banking, Accounting and Auditing, Business Laws and administration, etc ... 
Presently, the Faculty gives the students following major training programs:
1. Undergraduate:
- Economics
- International Economic Relations
- Public economy
- Finance and Banking (State Finance, Enterprise Finance, Banking and Credit)
- Accounting and Auditing
- Business Law
- Management Information Systems
2. Post-graduate:
- Economics
- Political Economy
- World Economy and International Economic Relation
Further more, the faculty is planning to offer new training program:
· Undergraduate:

- International Trade Law.

- Business Administration
· Post-graduate:

- Economic Management

- Economics of Finance and Banking.
- Development Economics

Presently, Faculty of Economics and Law has not offered the training on International Law including International public law, International private law as well as the lecture of the subject. In the near future, the faculty will offer the program of Business Administration.
The faculty has 8 subjects including International Economic Relations and Business Laws with 150 credit points; International Trade Law with 150 credit points which includes  many different sub-subjects such as property rights and inheritance; Intellectual property law, International Trade Law, International Trade Contract Law, International Law, International Private Law, etc.
The Faculty of Economics and law also gives the training on economics at MA and Doctor levels of economics.
The training duration of M.A. course is two years for fulltime students and three years for part-time students.
The training duration of Ph.D. course is 5 years for B.A. students, and 3 years or 4 years for M.A. students.

The Faculty has 109 staffs including one professor; two associate professor; doctors and masters make up approximately 30 percent.
The teachers and lectures in law including three doctors of law, three masters of law and one B.A. of law.

II. Program, textbook, Subject
The training program and textbook of International Business, Vietnam International Economic Relations, International Trade Law and International Trade Contract Law subjects are as follows:
1. The subject of International Business (had not textbook) aim at helping the students to approach the business activities of multinational companies and providing them with basic knowledges so that they can join in international business activities.
Course duration: 75 class including 5 credit points, including 3 sections with the following chapters:

Chapter 1:  Globalization and Development of International economy (5 classes);

Chapter 2:  Global environment (10 classes);

Chapter 3:  National environment (10 classes);

Chapter 4:  Strategy of international (7 classes); 

Chapter 5:  Market penetrating and strategic alliances (7 classes);

Chapter 6:  International business organization (7 classes); 

Chapter 7:  Export activity (6 classes);

Chapter 8:  Production and Global materials management (5 classes);

Chapter 9:  Marketing and global development research (5 classes);

Chapter 10:  Global human resources administration (7 classes);

Chapter 11:  Finance and accounting administration in International business  (6 classes)
2. Vietnam International Economic Relations subject (had not textbook) provides the students with basic knowledge on International economic relations and the Policy international economic relations development issued by the Government of Vietnam in the stage of international economic integration.
Training duration: 75 classes (5 credit points), including 3 sections with the following chapters:

Chapter 1: International economic relations and the basic issues (10 classes);

Chapter 2: Characteristic and situation of world economic at present (9 classes)

Chapter 3: International economic cooperation (12 classes);
Chapter 4: International Trade and the trade policies of Vietnam (12 classes); 
Chapter 5: International investment and the International investment policies of Vietnam (12 classes); 

Chapter 6: International Transfer of labour sourcse - Export labour policy of Vietnam (10 classes);

Chapter 7: Technology transfer and Technology policy of Vietnam (10 classes).
3. International Trade Law subject (had not textbook)
Training duration: 45 classes (3 credit points), including 7 chapters:

Chapter 1: General of International Trade Law. 

Chapter 2: World Trade Organization (WTO).

Chapter 3: Trade in Good.

Chapter 4: Trade in Services

Chapter 5: Trade relate to property rights.

Chapter 6: Trade in Investment, State trade and Government purchase.

Chapter 7: Conflict Settlement.
Draft of this Subject was drawn up according to rules of Vietnam – USA Trade Convention. So this Convention is a small copy of WTO that this draft is necessary, but when teaching it needs analysing WTO and the Convention.
 4. International Trade Contract subject (had not textbook)
Training duration: 45 classes (3 credit points), including 7 chapters:

Chapter 1: International Trade in good Contract.

Chapter 2: Import and Export Credit.

Chapter 3: Business Organization in abroad.

Chapter 4: Some contract relate to property rights.

Chapter 5: International Transport of good.

Chapter 6: International good Insurance. 

Chapter 7: Conflict Settlement arised by International Trade Contract. 

This Subject is very nescessary to students, companies and administrator, because it is basic knowledge is used to join signing International Trade Contract.
5. International Trade Contract Law (had textbook)

Including 349 pages and two parts with 9 chapters.
Part I. General issues on International Trade Contract.

Chapter 1: International Trade Contract General.

Chapter 2: Signing and correcting Trade Contract General.

Chapter 3: Method sections by break Trade Contract General.

Chapter 4: International Payment.

Chapter 5: Conflict Settlement arise by International Trade Contract.

Part II. Common International Trade Contracts

Chapter 6: International Trade in good Contract.

Chapter 7: Intermediary in International Trade.

Chapter 8: International Trade Concession Contract.

Chapter 9: Import and Export Fund.

Chapter 10: Transport good Contract.
This textbook published in 2005, which is capable to meet the first demand of legal foundation to liberalize trade, special to Vietnamese companies in process of international integration. 

III. CONCLUSION
The faculty is making training plans and programs on the subjects of Law, International Business and Vietnam’s International Economic Relation, but they have not been finished yet. Moreover there is a shortage of textbook, teaching, materials and research, literature for undergraduate students, postgraduate students and readers who are interested in.
We learned that the faculty has had draft of the subjects of International Business and Vietnam’s International Economic Relations. However, the issues relating WTO have not been taken in to the training program; the enforcement training course on WTO has not been given to the undergraduate students well as post-graduate students resulting in limited knowledge on WTO among them.
In addition, the faculty has not made a plan to give enforcement training on WTO to the students via Internet as some European and Asian universities had done. Also the seminars on WTO lectured by domestic and international specialists have not been head.
In addition have not been textbooks or training program on WTO to give to the undergraduate and post-graduate students. This is also a problem that most of universities across the country have to deal with. 
Currently at some universities, WTO is mentioned mainly in speeches delivered by some guests or workshop given by the experts. However, these speeches are unprofessional meanwhile textbook of this field have not been used as an official document to give the undergraduate and post-graduate students.

IV. PETITIONS
Based on the survey carried out at Faculty of Economics and Laws and the facts we collected we would like to have some following suggestions:
1. According to the result of MUTRAP II project, it is necessary to have a plan of building a training program and compiling textbook on WTO, International Economic Integration these textbook will be used as teaching document or enforcement training material at universities nationwide;
2. Because WTO issues have not been considered a compulsory subject at all universities, short-term training courses with the duration of one or two weeks on basic knowledge of WTO should be given to the students by the domestic as well as international specialists;
3. It is give training on WTO to the lectures at universities who will give the students that they have learned.
4. Furthermore, there is a need to compare the programs and textbooks among the universities across the country in order to build a united training program and compile a standard textbook that meet requirements of WTO and international integration;
5. Last but not least the importance of WTO must be stressed to all the undergraduate, post-graduate students as well as people who are interested in for thier information and reference. 
6. Researching WTO also International Trade Law is very necessary to the students, post-graduate students, interested reader, however  according the author, this book must satisfy the imperative needs of Vietnam at the moment: firstly Vietnamese enterprises should be served knowledge about this field, because it is still rather “new”, Vietnamese enterprises need to (learn and research WTO also International Trade Law because they themselves) are subjects who engage directly in integrating International Economic when Vietnam participating WTO; Secondly the students (also other interested reader) need to training and researching on WTO and International Trade Law, because they will be the human resources of Vietnam in the future, they shall worth at Vietnam also oversea companies, enterprise at state and social organization.
7. Mutrap II program after getting result should be suggested to the state, in particular to the Ministry of Trade and Ministry of Training and Education. The above Ministry should combine closely each other to deliver the documents compiled form the Mutrap II result. To the needing places so as to train the human resources supporting for the international economic integration.
8. The state administrative organizations should do something to make the teaching and learning International Law more practicability to attract the students in studying this legal system in training institution, because in the narrow sense WTO and International Trade Law is one of the branches of international legal system in general. This the key answering the question why Vietnam lack of good international lawyers or legal specialists, who are fully capacity in engaging international cases (or matters) which relate to Vietnam.  

V. ADDITIONAL TO THE REPORT ON REVIEW TRAINING SYLLABUS RELATED TO WTO AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE LAW AT FACULTY OF  ECONOMICS AND LAW UNDER HOCHIMINH CITY 

1. Courses on WTO and Courses partly dealing with WTO

International Trade Law, 3 credits, WTO issues: 90%

To be taught at Faculty of Economics and Law under Hochiminh City National University
Textbook:  not yet published but had writing on special subject was made by lectures
The WTO - related content: 
Overview of International Trade Law including WTO issues; Laws of international trade organizations including WTO;  WTO framework for trade in goods and services, Trade remedies (safe guards, antidumping, countervailing..); Trade relate to property rights (TRIPs and TRIMs), State Trade and Governments purchase, WTO dispute settlement, etc. The WTO-related content is integrated within every problem section discussed.
Desired improvements: 
The trainers would like to compile a textbook on “International Trade Law” to be used primarily at Economics and Law under Hochiminh City National University. We also wish to develop an interactive approach based on case studies and simulation exercises. We need access to quality case studies.
2. Courses Referring to WTO

Table No 1: Economics and Law under Hochiminh City National University: List of Courses Referring to WTO

	Course Title
	Credits
	Time spend on WTO issues (%)
	WTO-related teaching material Available: A 

Non-available: N 


	Desired improvements  concerning the WTO-related part of the course (if any)

	Foreign Economics
	1
	 20%
	N: textbook 

A: Teacher notes


	Increasing spend time on WTO issues about 35% in Foreign Economics Subject.
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INTRODUCTION

Integration with the global economy and promotion of Vietnam status have always been the goal of Vietnam’s development. Being aware of the significance of joining WTO as well as its challenges and opportunities, Vietnam has been unceasingly striving to meet the requirements. Along with the physical preparation, preparation for human resource has been of the concern. The task includes training students with knowledge of international trade and globalization. As a consequence, training international trade and legal regimes about the international market must satisfy certain demands.

International Trade is one of the subjects of greatest concern in Law and Economics training centers. Together with the analysis, interpretation of the trading practices, rules in international trade are always the core of training. The frame-work of the World Trade Organization (WTO) also ranks first among matters concerning international trade.

Content about international trade law and frame-work of the WTO have for a long time been in the curricula of Faculties as Faculty of Law, Economics, Business Administration and International Studies in Vietnam National University, Hanoi – one of the most prestigious training centers. The work of training has seen many successes as well as difficulties, which will be illustrated through figures as followed:

A. Supporting subjects (more than 20%) in connection with International Trade Law and the WTO at Faculties in Vietnam National University, Hanoi  

	No
	Subject
	Module
	Textbook
	Textbook content
	Teacher

	
	
	
	
	
	Faculty  Staff
	Faculty Staff

	
	Faculty of Law
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Courses for Bachelor
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Bachelor of Law
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Private International Law
	03
	Private International Law
	( Chapter I: Definition and sources of Private International Law 

Chapter II: History of principle theories of Private International Law

Chapter III: Conflict of Law and application of foreign law

Chapter IV: Subjects in Private International Law

Chapter V: Right of ownership in Private International Law

Chapter VI: Intellectual Property Right in Private International Law

Chapter VII: Contract and Law of tort in Private International Law

Chapter VIII: International Payment

Chapter IX: Succession in Private International Law

Chapter X: Marriage and Family in Private International Law

Chapter XI: Labour Relations

Chapter XII: Civil Execution in International Private Law

Chapter XII: Arbitration in International trade
	(
	

	2
	International Trade Law
	04
	International Trade Law
	( Chapter I: Definition of International trade law

Chapter II: History of International Trade Law

Chapter III: State in international trade transactions

Chapter IV: International commercial institutions 

Chapter V: Contract for international sale of goods

Chapter VI: Conditions in International Trade

Chapter VII: Negotiation, Conclusion and performance of contract for international sale of goods

Chapter VIII: Contract for international transportation

Chapter IX: Guarantee for goods in international trade

Chapter X: Contract for technology transference

Chapter XI: Electronic commerce in International trade

Chapter XII: Payment and credit in International trade

Chapter XIII: Dispute settlement in International trade
	(
	

	
	Bachelor of Business Law
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Private International Law
	04
	Private International Law
	See at (
	(
	

	3
	International trade law
	04
	International trade law
	See at ( 
	(
	

	
	Faculty of Economics
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Courses for bachelor
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Bachelor of Foreign trade
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	International Economics
	03
	International Economics
	( Chapter I: General introduction

Chapter II: Theory on International trade

Chapter III: Policy on International trade

Chapter IV: Movement of international working force and transnational company

Chapter V: Foreign exchange market, exchange rate

Chapter VI: International payment balance

Chapter VII: International monetary system
	(
	

	2
	International trade
	03
	International trade
	( Chapter I: Basics of International trade

Chapter II: New-classical theory on trade

Chapter III: Modern theory on trade

Chapter IV: Tools in policy of international trade

Chapter V: International trade and development of economy

Chapter VI: The World Trade Organization
	(
	

	3
	International Economic Law
	04
	Not provided yet
	
	(
	


B. Supporting subjects in connection with International trade law and the WTO (5%-20%) at Faculties in Vietnam National University, Hanoi 

	No
	Subject
	Module
	Textbook
	Textbook content
	Teacher

	
	
	
	
	
	Faculty Staff
	Not Faculty Staff

	
	Faculty of Law 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Courses for Bachelor 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Bachelor of Law 
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	International Economics Law
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	(
	

	
	Bachelor of Business Law
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	International Economics
	03
	Not provided yet
	
	(
	

	
	Courses for Master 
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Basics of Private International Law
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	(
	

	
	Business Law Division 
	
	
	
	(
	

	1
	Basics of Private International Law
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	
	

	
	International Law Division 
	
	
	
	(
	

	1
	Basics of Private International Law
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	
	

	2
	Theory on modern Private International Law (advanced) 
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	(
	

	3
	The WTO and international organizations 
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	(
	

	
	Civil Law Division 
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Basics of Private International Law
	02


	Not provided yet
	
	(
	

	
	Theory and history of State and Law Division 
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Basics of Private International Law
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	(
	

	
	Marine Law – Marine Management 
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Modern Private International Law (advanced)
	03
	Not provided yet
	
	(
	

	2
	International Trade Law
	02
	
	
	(
	

	
	Courses for PhD 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	International Law Division 
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Modern International Trade Law
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	(
	

	2
	Modern International Economic Law 
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	(
	

	3
	Regional and global economic institutions 
	01
	
	
	(
	

	
	Faculty of Economics 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Courses for bachelor 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Bachelor of Political Economics 
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Vietnamese foreign trade 
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	
	

	
	Bachelor for Foreign Trade 
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	International Investment 
	03
	International Investment
	( Chapter I: Introduction

Chapter II: Nature, Features and forms of international investment

Chapter III: Theories of international investment

Chapter IV: Environment for international investment 

Chapter V: Policy and measures for attracting foreign investment 

Chapter VI: International investment development tendency 

Chapter VII: Impact of foreign investment on the country development 
	(
	

	2
	International Finance
	03
	International Finance
	( Chapter I: Basics of  foreign exchange market and exchange rate

Chapter II: Model for determining the exchange rate on the ground of property

Chapter III: Theory of  buying power

Chapter IV: Model for determining exchange rate on the ground of premise approach

Chapter V: Model for determining exchange rate for a duration

Chapter VI: International payment balance

Chapter VII: Basics of macro balance and macro economy policy in an open economy

Chapter VIII: Macro economy policy under the floating exchange rate 

Chapter IX: Macro economy policy under the fixed exchange rate 

Chapter X: Co-operation in macro economy policy and challenges of determining a macro economy policy in an open economy 
	(
	

	3
	Transportation and Insurance in trading oversea
	02
	Transportation and Insurance in trading oversea
	( Chapter I: Overview of transportation of im-exported goods 

Chapter II: Transportation of im-exported goods by sea

Chapter III: Transportation of im-exported goods by other ways of transport 

Chapter IV: Transportation of im-exported goods by container

Chapter V: Transportation of goods by international multimodal transport 

Chapter VI: Im-exported goods insurance in sea transportation 

Chapter VII: Conditions of goods insurance carried by the sea 
	
	(

	
	Courses for Master 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Major: Political Economics 
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	International Economics (Advanced) 
	04
	Not provided yet
	
	
	

	
	Major: International Economics and international economic relations 
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Modern international Economics 
	04
	Not provided yet
	
	
	

	
	Faculty of Business Administration 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Courses for Master 
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Electronic commerce
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	(
	

	
	Faculty of International Studies 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	COURSES FOR BACHELOR
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	International Economic Law 
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	
	(

	
	Courses for Master 
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	International Organizations in the development of international relations 
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	
	(


C. Subjects giving an overview of International Trade Law and the WTO at Faculties in Vietnam National University 

	No
	Subject
	Module
	Textbook
	Textbook content
	Teacher

	
	
	
	
	
	Faculty Staff
	Not Faculty Staff

	
	Faculty of Law
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Courses for Bachelor 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Bachelor of Business Law
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	International Payment 
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	
	

	2
	International credit 
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	
	

	
	Courses for Master 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Economic Law Division 
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Law on foreign investment in Vietnam 
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	
	

	
	International Law Division 
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Arbitration in modern international trade 
	01
	Not provided yet
	
	(
	

	2
	Foreign investment law
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	(
	

	3
	Intellectual property right in Private International Law 
	01
	Not provided yet
	
	(
	

	4
	Author right in Private International Law 
	01
	Not provided yet
	
	(
	

	
	Marine Law – Marine Management 
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Insurance Law to marine transportation 
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	(
	

	
	Courses for PhD 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Economic Law Division 
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Contract for international sale 
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	
	

	2
	International trade transaction 
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	(
	

	
	International Law Division 
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Payment and Payment Guarantees in international trade transaction 
	01
	Not provided yet
	
	(
	

	2
	Contract for international technology transference 
	01
	Not provided yet
	
	(
	

	
	Faculty of Economics 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Courses for Bachelor 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Bachelor of Foreign Trade 
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Strategy to international business 
	03
	Not provided yet
	
	(
	

	2
	International economic corporation 
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	
	(

	
	Major: International trade
	
	
	
	(
	

	1
	Electronic commerce
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	
	

	
	Optional 
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	EU/USA/ASEAN Foreign Trade 
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	
	

	
	Major: international investment 
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	International Tender 
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	
	

	
	Practical knowledge 
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	International negotiation 
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	(
	

	
	Bachelor of Business Administration 
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	International Economics 
	04
	Not provided yet
	
	
	

	
	Bachelor of Finance – Bank 
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	International Economics 
	03
	International Economics 
	See at (
	(
	

	2
	International Finance 
	04
	International Finance
	See at ( 
	
	

	3
	International financial institutions 
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	(
	

	
	COURSES FOR MASTER
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Major: Political Economics 
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Main tendency of global modern economy 
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	
	

	2
	Globalization 
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	
	

	
	Major: Business Administration h
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	International Finance
	02
	International Finance
	See at ( 
	
	

	
	Major: International Economy and international economic relations 
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	International Finance (advanced)
	04
	Not provided yet
	
	
	

	2
	Theories on international investment 
	03
	International investment 
	See at (
	
	

	3
	Vietnamese foreign trade 
	03
	Not provided yet
	
	
	

	4
	International Payment 
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	
	

	5
	Global market for capital
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	
	

	6
	Foreign Business 
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	
	

	
	Faculty of International Studies 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Courses for Bachelor 
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Introduction to international relations 
	02
	Not provided yet
	
	
	


SOME CONCLUSION DRAWN FROM THOSE FIGURES:

Firstly, in terms of courses:

The allocation for two subjects: International Trade Law and the WTO as well as time for each differ from each Faculty based on the typical features of particular field. The curricula of Faculty of Law- compiled by an experienced teaching staff, more focus on analyzing and interpreting each chapter, article while the curricula of Faculty of Economics and Business Administration combine the legal regimes, principles of the international trade with the analysis of the trading practices. Many legal regimes are introduced in the textbooks of their Faculties.

International trade law is studied from the aspect of Economics. For instance, the textbook “International Trade” written by Prof. Nguyen Xuan Thien (Staff of Faculty of Economics) also refers to the international trade law, especially the tariff, generally as “tools in the trade policy and international regimes relating to trade”, which mainly studies the tariff from the aspect of Economics and other kinds of trade protection, meanwhile clarifies the diverse points of view as to the trade protection.

The textbook “ International Investment” by Prof. Bui Xuan Nha  analyses the nature, features and forms of international investment, theories of international investment, international environment, policies and measures to attract investment, the impact of foreign investment and regulations - fundamental element in the international environment of investment among the geographical location, natural conditions. The textbook gives a detailed analysis of regulations relating specific subjects in respect of possession; the investment guarantees; the guidelines to attract the investment, to stimulate the finance and to control the foreign exchange
…

With regard to the transportation and insurance in international trade, the textbook “Transportation and Insurance in international sale” by Master Ha Van Hoi analyses, clarifies matters relating the practice of transportation and insurance pursuant to the legal regulations, and lists legal documents relating these two fields.

In that regard, the curricula of Faculty of International Studies more focus on studying the international trade law and the frame-work of WTO from the aspect of diplomatic relations.

Those unique features make the difference in allocation of time for these two subjects at each Faculty as well as at each level of studying.

Along with achievements, short comings still remain: lack of textbooks and references in many subjects; the teacher compile their own paper for teaching. This should be redressed in order to enhance the quality of teaching and learning.

Secondly, in terms of teaching staff and students
· The teaching staff: Each faculty has some unique features that make the criteria different. Therefore, demand for a teacher in charge of the International Trade Law from the Faculty of Law and the teacher in charge of the International Law from the Faculty of Economics and Business Administration can not be the same. To guarantee the accuracy and specialization  in teaching and studying these two subjects, more training should be supported for both faculty teaching staff as well as not in faculty, whoever in charge of  International Trade Law and the WTO. Moreover, teachers in charge of these two subjects must have a command of English to catch up with the latest information, because documents about WTO are mostly written in English.

·  Students: the number of students in these fields is limited and also differs from each Faculty. There are many reasons for this.

At the Faculty of Economics, the criteria for the entry into the Foreign Trade Division are rather more demanding than other divisions, which explain the limited number of students in this field.

At the Faculty of Law, the number of students in the Division of International Law is around 20. Postgraduate level sees a higher number of students, around 30 people. At the Faculty of International Studies, because this field mainly aims to provide the international relations, thus time for the International Trade Law and WTO is limited. The Faculty does not have Division of International Trade Law and WTO. Students at Faculty of Business Administration are graduate, and most of them are the businessman, therefore volume and time for International Trade Law and the WTO is limited.

The ever- first reason for choosing any major to follow is the opportunity of getting a job after graduating. Statistics show that the number of students after graduating can do the job alike what they learn at university is: 16% from Faculty of Law, 15% from Faculty of Economics, 20% from Faculty of Business Administration, 11% from Faculty of International Studies. These figures are still poor that need improved especially when Vietnam has been striving to join WTO. Until there is answer to this puzzle, the fact that poor number of students in these fields will no longer exist.

In addition, not all of the students have the same purpose in studying: for knowledge gaining, for certificate gaining, and other motivations, even because they have not found a job yet… Therefore, they are not all active in studying, but wait for teacher’s instruction.

Thirdly, in terms of methodology and training materials:

At the moment, the methodology of learning is still very traditional (the teachers dictate lectures), the main source of knowledge are sought nowhere else but from the textbooks and the lecture-papers of teachers. The students are so passive and not active to update the latest trade disputes, cases. Modern equipment such as projectors are not used popular. Library does not update the latest documents.

Teachers seem more focus on interpreting word by word, terms and articles, rather than showing the impact of the regulations in international trade law over the benefits of parties; do not deal problems, articles in legal documents in a realistic way to make them easy to remember and more practical. Scientific researches are rarely brought into performance.

In short, many shortcomings remain despite many achievements. On the road to WTO, it can be said that Vietnam National University, Hanoi has contributed to promoting Vietnam status and preventing the risks in trading by training students with knowledge of international trade and international trade law. In that effort, Faculty of Law has produced a set of textbooks in International Trade law, together with the textbook Private International Law. International Trade Law is in the curricula for the graduate and postgraduate, especially takes up a high module in courses for postgraduate.

However, those Faculties in Vietnam National University, Hanoi should spend more consideration for the training, especially for the compilation of textbooks, training experts in those two fields, meanwhile use more modern equipments to facilitate the learning. More efforts needed to produce a standard set of textbooks, a talented teaching staff in Law and Economics training centers in the context of integration.

	

ACTIVITY CODE: HOR-3

REPORT ON 
REVIEW OF WTO RELATED COURSE AND TEXTBOOK OF CENTRAL COMMERCIAL COLLEGE AND BANKING ACADEMY OF VIETNAM
By 

NGUYEN TRUONG SON, PH.D.
Prime Minister Office of Vietnam

MUTRAP Local Expert

Hanoi, April 2006

This document has been prepared with financial assistance from the Commission of the European Communities. The views expressed herein are those of the author and therefore in no way reflect the official opinion of the Commission nor the Ministry of Trade


TABLE OF CONTENT

1A 
CENTRAL COMMERCIAL COLLEGE


1I 
Courses on WTO and Courses partly dealing with WTO


11.
The WTO - related content:


12.
Desired improvements:


4B 
BANKING ACADEMY OF VIETNAM


4I 
Courses referring to WTO


51.
The WTO - related content:


6APPENDIX





A
CENTRAL COMMERCIAL COLLEGE 

I
Courses on WTO and Courses partly dealing with WTO
WTO’s basic knowledge, 2 credits, WTO issues: 100 %. 

Textbook:  not yet published

Book for reference: “WTO’s basic knowledge”-see APPENDIX, provided by WTO’s Training Academy through the course named “Trade policies”; 

1. The WTO - related content:

Overview of International Trade Law including WTO issues, Laws of international trade organizations including WTO, WTO framework for trade in goods and services. The course limited to the introduction of WTO Agreement, and lacks of practical knowledge. 

This course is useful for the practical officers because it provides in details the knowledge of WTO Agreement.

2. Desired improvements: 

- There should be introduction, analyze of some specific cases in WTO. The college lacks of human resources specialized in the WTO issues. Most of the instructors are invited outside.  
1. Desired improvements on courses of WTO Law, International Trade Law

For economic student, the subjects, which analyze the economic effect of International Trade Policies towards domestic economic development as well as the world economy, should be put into content of the course.

There is no unified curricular of International Trade Law among Vietnamese colleges.  The reason is that in the Vietnam, “International Trade Law” is the new concept. Therefore it seems to be misunderstanding on the distinction between “International Trade Law”, “International Economic Law” and “International Business Law” among scholars. That is why making clear these terms is needed before creating WTO related course. 
International Trade Law is term to refer to legal rules and regulations adjusting trade relation between nations, territories. So the “International Trade Law course” should focus on WTO Law, Regional Trade Agreements as NAFTA, AFTA. Meanwhile International Business Law is term to refer to legal rules and regulations adjusting legal issues arising from movement of commodities, capital, technology and services over boundaries. So the International Business Law should mainly focus on  legal  issues arising among dealers on business transactions, like  international commodity contract,  payment, transport, insurance, dispute settlement…etc.
2. Desired improvements on textbook

Comparing with the other aspects of International Law, International Trade Law‘s changes and development are much noticeable. Therefore WTO textbooks are out of date after two or three years published and need to be updated annually. Furthermore, there should be references to the WTO Law or International Trade Law textbooks used by foreign well-known college when forming textbook. 

The WTO Law’s textbook should focus on the WTO issues, such as trade in goods, trade in service, trade related IP and the new issues (trade and environment, trade and labor, etc) with the illustrations of WTO’s cases. The aim of the book is to provide students the basic knowledge of WTO Law, to introduce the reference materials and eliciting questions of the issues.    

Currently, the course on the International Trade Law in the Vietnamese Colleges mainly focuses on theory without case study. Meanwhile, in order to understand WTO Law, case study is indispensable. Therefore, instructors of WTO law should use the DSB’s reports as the reference material. The training methods would be described in details below.
3. Desired improvements on Types of Course

In order to understand the WTO law, students should be instructed theoretical and practical knowledge. Therefore, the training course of WTO Law may be implemented as following types: lecturing, discussion and special lecture. 

Lecturing will give students the theoretical knowledge, discussion and special lecture will help students to have practical knowledge.   
 (1) Lecturing

Lecture on the class aims to provide students the basic knowledge on theory of WTO Law. Although, the instructor should introduce to students the DSB case to illustrate the knowledge provided and help them to understand the theoretical knowledge deeply. The instructor should give out the eliciting questions for the students to find and solve problem by themselves. The self-study through reference materials should also be stimulated. Anyway, the lecture is attended by many students, so it difficult to combine the presentation and case study method. To overcome this difficulty, the instructor should provide the lecture’s outline and reference in advance to students, so that they would have some orientation before the lesson.

(2) Discussion

The discussion is aimed at encouraging students to get deeper understanding of the lessons in class. The discussed materials must be taken from specific WTO Law’s books, WTO’s cases solved by Dispute Settlement Body. The case study may be to long so it may take more than to two sessions discuss. In this way, not only presenter but also other students shout read materials in advance. This method helps student to develop their selves-study abilities and to improve their problem identifying and solving skill. 

Because of time constraint and the numbers of participants, the discussion should be carried out in small groups as follows:

(a) Introduce the themes for student to chose  
The instructor should introduce the themes and references, which are based on the lessons in the class, for student to chose. 
The instructor should divide whole class into groups with 3-5 students with the same concern, for instance, agricultural group, textile group, trade and service group, fair competitive group, IP group, etc.

 (b) Team work

Students in the group have to take the responsibility to make report on the DSB’s report (Factual aspect of the case, Panel’s Fact finding, Appellate Body’s finding  ...etc). They should work independently, and discuss in group to draw out their common understanding on the cases or the article, which is used for their report.
There must be task distribution in each group: Each student should present his undertaken task.

(c) Summarizing and presenting before class
- Each group makes report on the case before the class and give out the opinions. These opinions might be the doubts, unclear interpretations of WTO Law on the report of Panel or Appellate body. 
- Discussion with the whole class:  The students make question about the presented report.

- In conclusion, the instructor sums up and generalizes problems, so that student will bear in mind.
(3) Special lecture

Special lecture is used in combination with lessons, discussion to enrich the student’s practical knowledge. These special lectures are carried out by invited lecturers, who are leading experts on international trade law, the government officers, arbitrator or the members of DSB, etc…. These special lectures are speeches of their experience in their work.

B
BANKING ACADEMY OF VIETNAM

I
Courses referring to WTO 

WTO knowledge is usually compiled in a chapter of whole textbook of the other subjects such as International economics, International finance…. Time spent on WTO issues is limited.

Textbook:  not yet published

Book for reference: WTO case study provided by lecturers

3. The WTO - related content:

Overview of International Trade Law including WTO issues, mainly focus on :

· General overview introduction on WTO
· Some principles on joining WTO
· Some advantages/disadvantages about Vietnam joining WTO
· Some analysing articles about Vietnam joining WTO

	No
	Course Title
	Credits
	Time spend on WTO issues (%)
	WTO-related teaching material Available: A 

Non-available: N 


	Desired improvements  concerning the WTO-related part of the course (if any)

	1
	International economics
	5
	5%
	A: case study provided by lecturers
	N/A

	2
	International finace
	7
	3%
	A: case study provided by lecturers
	N/A
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I.
INTRODUCTION

Vietnam universities have begun to reform their curricula and administration to equip their graduates with the skills to meet the requirements while Vietnam is being on the way to access WTO. The motivation for this change comes from the job market’s demand. 

Playing a role of the first university in Vietnam providing human resource for foreign trade economics field, Foreign Trade University is currently offering WTO-related courses to both undergraduate and postgraduate students. The courses include introduction to the WTO and specialization in WTO issues.

Foreign Trade University is not the only university to respond to the new demands created by Vietnam’s WTO entry. Recently, Vietnam Commerce University and Da Nang University are also restructuring their programs aiming to those.

Each university has its own approach to develop its student’s ability to meet the challenges posed by the WTO. However, all of them come up against many difficulties on the way to perform their reforms. In order to find the solutions to deal with those difficulties, we are going to analyze the strengths and weaknesses of the WTO-related courses in three universities - Foreign Trade University, Vietnam Commerce University, Danang University - in the following sections.

II.
WTO-RELATED COUSES ON ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS IN THREE UNIVERSITIES

2.1. Foreign Trade University (FTU)

Founded in 1960, the Foreign Trade University is one of the very first universities in Vietnam providing human resource for external economics field. Graduates of Economics Degree are qualified both in External Economics and foreign languages. FTU currently offers four undergraduate programs including International Economics, International Business Administration, International Business Law and Business English; two postgraduate programs including Master of World Economy and International Economic Relations, Master of International Business Administration. 


Perceiving the urgent need for comprehensive and up-to-date study of economic and political dynamics related to WTO, FTU offers some WTO related courses on Economics and Business. They are largely courses referring to WTO, in which the course time allocated to the WTO matters is about 5-20%.

· WTO issues including its institutional structure, basic legal rules, relationship of WTO to regional and bilateral trade agreements, as well as non-trade international organizations will also be analyzed. The amount of time concerning WTO matters is about 10% of the course which takes 4 credits.

	No
	Course Title
	Credits
	Time spend on WTO issues (%)
	WTO-related teaching material Available: A

Non-available: N
	Desired improvements  concerning the WTO-related part of the course (if any)

	UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS
	
	
	
	

	1
	International Trade Policies
	4
	7%
	A: teachers notes
	The course should mention more about the effect of the WTO’s trade policies to the Vietnam’s development

	2
	International Economic Relations
	4
	10%
	A: International Economic Relations (textbook) and teachers handouts
	The course should go into more detail when analyzing the relationship between WTO and regional and bilateral trade agreements; Vietnam’s international integration and accession to WTO 

	3
	International Business Environment
	4
	10%
	A: teachers notes
	Give more case studies relating to the impact of accession to WTO on Vietnam’s business environment   

	4
	International Economics
	4
	5%
	A: teachers notes
	The course should give a framework to define benefits and costs of becoming WTO’s member.

	5
	International Business
	4
	7%
	A: teachers notes
	The course should spend more time to analyze the change in the way and strategies to do business when Vietnam joining into WTO family. 

	POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMS
	
	
	
	

	1
	International Economics
	4
	5%
	A: teachers notes
	As mentioned above

	2
	International Business Environment
	4
	10%
	A: teachers notes
	As mentioned above

	3
	International Trade and Economic Institutions
	4
	10%
	A: teachers notes
	Since it is hard to cover all international organization within 4 credits course, the course should focus on the role of some main international organizations such as WTO, IMF, World Bank in managing world trade and the international monetary system. 

	4
	World and Regional Economies
	2
	10%
	A: teachers notes
	No comment

	5
	International Tourism
	4
	5%
	A: teachers notes
	The course should focus more on GATS agreement and its effect to Vietnam tourism industry. 

	6
	International Trade Policies
	4
	7%
	A: teachers notes
	As mentioned above


· World and Regional Economies (2 credits): the module mentions microeconomics and macroeconomics as essence for analyzing the world and regional economies. The module is also concerned with international organizations such as ASEAN, EU, WTO, development assistance organizations, NGOs, financial agencies, multinational corporations and in media.
2.2.
The University of Commerce (VUC)

The University of Commerce is one of the universities of Vietnam providing human resource for economics and business field. Over more than 45 years of development, the University of Commerce has been training thousands bachelors, masters and doctors of economics, business, commerce and tourism with increasing number of students.

Currently, The University of Commerce is offering seven undergraduate programs - including Business Administration, Tourism Management, Commerce Marketing, International Commerce, E-commerce Management, Accounting and Finance, Commerce Economics – and two postgraduate programs – including Accounting and Commerce. 

The WTO related courses consists of one course partly dealing with WTO (20-50% of the course time is allocated to the WTO issues) and courses referring to WTO (5-20% of the course time is allocated to the WTO issues).

· Course partly dealing with WTO

Course title: WTO and Vietnam’s Commerce Development 

Number of credit: 2 credits
The course time spent on the strictly WTO topics: 30%

Textbook: WTO and Vietnam’s Commerce Development (published in June 2006).
The WTO– related content: introduction to the background of WTO such as WTO’s organization, objectives, institutions and principles to operation and its effect to Vietnam’s economic development.
Desired improvements: it is better if the WTO related contents are divided into different specific issues. Accordingly, the students can gain deep knowledge of concerned matter relating to WTO and its effect to Vietnam development as well. Furthermore, in order to develop an interactive teaching approach, the trainer would like to have more qualified teaching materials for supporting their work in both English and Vietnamese.

· International Business (2 credits): the module provides background of international business, the models of international business, business environment, export and import activities. The WTO-related issues are mentioned in business environment section during 2 lessons. 
· International Economics (4 credits): the module introduces economic relations between country and international organization such as WTO, AFTA, APEC,... and analyzes the effects of their institutions and policies to members’ economic development. 

· Courses referring to WTO

	No
	Course Title
	Credits
	Time spend on WTO issues (%)
	WTO-related teaching material Available: A

Non-available: N
	Desired improvements  concerning the WTO-related part of the course (if any)

	UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS
	
	
	
	

	1. 
	International Economics
	4
	10%
	A: teachers handouts
	Instead of introducing generally what is WTO and relations between country and international organization such as WTO, AFTA, APEC, …, the course should construct the models to analyze the optimal choices for Vietnam.  

	2
	International Business
	4
	7%
	A: teachers notes
	It could be better if the course mention more above the impact of WTO on business activities and environment. 

	3
	General Commerce Economics
	2
	5%
	A: teachers notes
	No comment

	POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMS
	
	
	
	

	1
	International Business
	3
	7%
	A: teachers notes
	as mentioned above


· the module provides background of international business, the models of international business, business environment, export and import activities. The WTO-related issues are mentioned in business environment section during 2 lessons. 
2.3.
Danang University (DNU)

Established in 1994, Danang University consists of 5 main members namely Technology School, School of Economics, The School of Education, The School of Foreign Languages, and Technology College. The University is contemporarily offering both undergraduate (with 67 majors) and postgraduate (with 11 majors of doctoral level and 18 majors of master level). Among 5 members, only the School of Economics offers WTO-related courses. 

The courses relating to questioned issue held by Danang University is mainly referring to WTO, in which 5-20% of the course time is allocated to the WTO issues.

	No
	Course Title
	Credits
	Time spend on WTO issues (%)
	WTO-related teaching material Available: A

Non-available: N 
	Desired improvements  concerning the WTO-related part of the course (if any)

	UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS
	
	
	
	

	1
	International Trade
	4
	7%
	A: teachers notes
	In general, the content of courses offered by DNU concerning the WTO-related issues is too poor, DNU should cooperate with other institutions to enrich the WTO-related content in the courses.    

	2 
	International Economic Relations
	4
	10%
	A: International Economic Relations (textbook) and teachers handouts
	

	3
	International Economics
	4
	5%
	A: teachers notes
	


III.
EVALUATION OF THE WTO RELATED COURSES IN 3 UNIVERSITIES

3.1.
Evaluation of the Courses

First of all, in terms of coverage, Foreign Trade University is the university with the highest number of WTO related courses offered comparing to the other two universities. Almost WTO related fields are not only mentioned in economics but also business programs. These give it to students in both programs an ability to analyze WTO related issues. Hence, prospective economics and businessmen could notice the benefit and challenges when Vietnam becomes member of WTO.

Perceiving the important of the in-depth knowledge about WTO to the development of country economy, the Vietnam Universities start to hold the economics and business courses or short programs entirely about WTO. The training of trainers courses of selected issues of the international economic agenda and WTO accession or UNCTAD/UNDP workshop of selected WTO issues organized by Foreign Trade University. Furthermore, VUC is currently providing the course of “WTO and Vietnam’s Commerce Development” in its postgraduate program. However, there is still a few course is specialized in different aspects of the WTO such as the provisions of WTO legal instrument, structure, scope and functioning of the WTO in these three universities. Hence, this gives it to the lacking of specialist managerial staff about WTO. Meanwhile, China universities such as University of International Business and Economics, Beijing Foreign Studies University, Renmin University and Fudan University are currently offering special training courses in municipal levels that cover WTO-related issues, including background on the WTO, information on WTO agreements, and the impact of China’s WTO accession on key industries. The University of International Business and Economics is now providing the courses namely Introduction to WTO. Furthermore, UIBE began enrolling PhD. Candidates majoring in WTO laws and practice in 2002. 

Furthermore, the WTO related economics and business courses are built accordingly to the qualification level of trainees, the contents of those aim to actual needs. As for undergraduate program, WTO issues are mentioned in different topics of the courses so that students are able to find the linkages between theories and the reality. For example, in the course of International Economics held by Foreign Trade University, the WTO issues related to international integration are concerned while analyzing the models related to integration. The course of International Tourism mentions GATT as general mechanism to adjust the tourist export activities. In postgraduate program, special subjects of WTO issues are held to give the candidates ability to analyze the problem cases by themselves. The master candidates of Foreign Trade University are required to write the reports on the WTO related issues such as Anti-Dumping Law, Intellectual Property Rights, Agricultural Protectionism, etc. Still, it seems that the three universities still do not meet the actual needs of understanding WTO. Actually, there is not many courses held by three universities now for the officials and businessmen who urge to get in-depth knowledge of WTO. Among three universities, Foreign Trade University is the only one offering the special courses for the officials and businessmen. The contents of the courses, however, are not fascinating enough to meet the requirements of them. Moreover, very few WTO-related courses provided by Danang University is not sufficient to equip students who participate in some programs such as business administration, tourism and service management with the knowledge they need to meet the requirements while Vietnam is being on the way to access WTO. Comparing to the Vietnam universities, China university training programs have been more practical with the different levels. The undergraduate and postgraduate courses give it to students the background on WTO and the ability to improve their knowledge of WTO by themselves. The special courses provided to the officials and businessmen cover WTO-related issues, including background on the WTO, information on WTO agreements, and the impact of China’s WTO accession on key industries.

Secondly, in respect of methodology and teaching approach, some of the WTO related courses are not only held in Vietnamese but also in English. This gives it to trainees the ability to understand the terms related to WTO issues such as its mechanism, organization, etc. Moreover, the trainers try to develop interactive approach based on case studies and exercises. Therefore, students are able to approach to WTO-related issues by practical situations. However, the courses do not encourage students make up their mind to develop knowledge of WTO issues. Actually, the students almost depend on the teachers’ lectures, thus, when there is something related WTO issue changed their knowledge becomes out of date. Furthermore, since most of the courses do not ask students to write assignments, few students have in-depth knowledge about WTO-related issues.

Finally, in terms of teaching materials, the most difficulties to the three universities is lacking and materials related to WTO. Actually, there is no text book for the WTO-related courses. This brings about two issues: (i) students find it hard to study WTO-related aspect by their own; (ii) the contents of WTO-related courses are not synchronous among three universities. For the first issue, the students almost depend on the lectures of professor. The courses do not encourage students to enrich themselves with new information. Furthermore, they do not have chance to use what they learnt in practice. Hence, their knowledge gradually becomes out-of-date. The inconsistent contents in WTO-related courses, mentioned as the second issue, make it difficult to develop a good understanding of all aspects of WTO. Preparing for WTO accession many years before Vietnam and now being the member of WTO, China universities begun to restructure the training programs to equip graduates with the skills they need. One of the order-first strategies is increasing the number of books on the WTO, its regulations, and its operating principles.

3.2.
Human resource needed 

As mentioned about, Foreign Trade University is the only one who offers the WTO-related courses in all programs and the courses are concerned by well-known professors. However, the number of lecturers with in-depth knowledge of WTO is not sufficient to satisfy the demand for WTO-related courses. This brings about the motivation to holding the training for trainer courses in all three universities.  

Since none of lecturers is trained in long-term program, they are not able to cover all aspects of WTO. All of them take a part in short-term courses provided by government or international organization and then give a lecture related to WTO. This results in inconsistency in the contents of the courses. 

IV.
RECOMMENDATION

· First of all, the universities should develop the network of cooperation involving universities and institutions of higher learning that are responsible for training and research in WTO issue to improve the lacking of human resource and document for the courses. 
· Secondly, the universities should seek aids from government, local and international organizations in order to increase the number of books and materials related to WTO issue. Hence, students will have a chance to get knowledge by themselves. 
· Thirdly, the universities should intend not only to increase the number of courses but also improve the students’ ability to learn on their own. The knowledge will become out-of-date one day, but this ability will help them to enrich themselves with new information.

· Fourthly, the universities should attempt to offer more courses specialized in WTO’s issues aiming to businessmen so that they could satisfy the demand for the knowledge about WTO. 
· Fifthly, the universities should somehow develop new courses and organization of sessions for training the trainers and give a chance to trainers working with WTO’s experts.

· Finally, the universities should cooperate with the governmental and independent research organizations in order to establish researching environment more practical and dynamic. Since these organizations have performed many researches on WTO-related issues, cooperating with them could help trainers take advantages of researches’ results which are specified for Vietnam’s conditions. Hence, the courses would be more practical and useful. 

V.
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I. 
INTRODUCTION

Vietnam is now in the process of integrating fully into regional and international economies and to be effectively playing a role in the common big ground, deep knowledge about international bodies is needed. 
The paper is going to investigate current situation at three universities of Foreign Trade, Commerce and Danang on the subject of their WTO related courses, answering following questions: do they have the courses (graduate, postgraduate, short-course, workshop, seminar) referring to WTO issue, especially law courses? If yes, what are strengths and weaknesses of these courses? Do universities have enough human resource to provide these courses? 

The investigation was conducted by using interview and survey in small scale methods. Results are made by asking directly (or through telephone) law lecturers at three universities about their opinions and point of views, and surveying students on how deep their understanding about WTO is. Following is the results of the investigation.

II. 
GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THREE UNIVERSITIES

2.1. Danang University

Danang University was established in 1994 under the Degree No 32/CP dated 4 April 1994, consisting of 5 main members namely Technology School, Economics School, Education School, Foreign Languages School, and Technology College
. Currently, the University has been offering both graduate and postgraduate: doctoral level: 11 majors, master level: 18 majors, bachelor level: 67 majors. Among 5 members, only The University of Economics offers courses relating to questioned issue.
Faculty of Economics, The College of Economics, The University of Danang is offering Business Law Major and following are some law selected subjects referring more or less to WTO.
Course on WTO: 0
Course partly dealing with WTO: 1

Intellectual property law: please see Foreign Trade University part

Courses referring to WTO: 2

Table 1: Courses referring to WTO at Danang University

	No
	Course Title
	Credits
	Time spend on WTO issues

( %)
	WTO-related teaching material
A: Available

N: Non-Available
	Desired improvements concerning the WTO related part

	1
	International Trade Law I
	4 
	5%
	
	Some parts of the two refer to international bodies’ regulation, such as WTO dispute settlement 

	2
	International Trade Law II
	4
	5%
	
	


Marginally relevant courses: 

General presentation: 1 
International law:  WTO related issues are mentioned in the module of about 3%

Specialised WTO references: 0

2.2. The University of Commerce

Established in 1960, The University of Commerce offers bachelor education since 1965 and postgraduate since 1987
. For master level, the university provides three majors: Economics of Production and Service Industries (it is now planned to split into two majors: Business Administration and Economic Management), Commerce, Accounting. Doctoral training consists of 3 majors, namely Economics, Management and Planning, Statistics, and Accounting and Business Analysis. 

The University of Commerce is not specialising in law, therefore law sector is not its strength, and there are only 3 law subjects taught in the all kinds of degrees: Introduction to Law, Economic Law, and International Business Law. The university is focusing its academic themes, subjects on studying Corporate Law, Law on Trade, Law on Competition and Contract Law. 

Course on WTO: 0
Course partly dealing with WTO: 0

Courses referring to WTO: 1

Table 2: Courses referring to WTO at University of Commerce

	No 
	Course Title
	Credits
	Time spend on WTO issues ( %)
	WTO-related teaching material
A: Available

N: Non-Available
	Desired improvements concerning the WTO related part

	1
	International Business Law
	3 
	5%
	A: teacher’s note
	


Marginally relevant courses: 

General presentation: 2
Introduction to Law: 1%

Economic Law: 1%

Specialised WTO references: 0

2.3. Foreign Trade University

Established in 1960, Foreign Trade University has developed from a single disciplinary into a multidisciplinary university with diversified and competitive training programmes which are highly adaptable to the transition economy of Vietnam
. FTU provides both undergraduates and postgraduates courses, in which PhD: 1 major, Master level: 2 majors, and bachelor level: 8 majors.
Course on WTO: 1

Law on International Trade, 3 credits, WTO issues: 60% (postgraduate)

The module focuses on international trade of legal issues which is divided into two parts: part one introduces the approach to international trade law, giving the general information about international trade law, scope of application, the sources of law and dispute settlement in international trade. Part two specialises in WTO related issues: sales of goods and WTO regulations, trade in services and WTO/GATS, intellectual property right and WTO/TRIPS, WTO’s settlement mechanism. It can be said that WTO related contents accounts for about 60 per cent of the module.

Course partly dealing with WTO: 3

Intellectual Property Rights and Branding, 2 credits, WTO issues: 20% (postgraduate)

The module studies one of the four WTO important agreements of GATT, GATS, TRIMS and TRIPS. This subject is organised by four chapters. Chapter 1 gives a general information on industrial property rights in which a large part of this chapter is for WTO/TRIPS and Vietnam-United States of America BTA on intellectual property rights. Chapter two gives some guidelines of application procedures of intellectual property rights in Vietnam, USA, Europe. Chapter three focuses on branding and chapter four is for intellectual property rights dispute settlement cases in Vietnam and the world. The time spent on WTO is about 20 per cent of the course.

Custom, 2 credits, WTO issues: 20%

The module provides students basic knowledge on custom practices in Vietnam and some national and international regulations on the field. This subject consists of five chapters. Chapter one: Vietnam custom and its harmonisation to international standard. Chapter two: custom procedures. Chapter three: custom value contents, import-export duty. Chapter four: Vietnam custom with intellectual property rights and other trade faults. Chapter five: international cooperation in custom. 

Among five chapters, chapter three, four and five mentions WTO related issues at a basic level, mostly referring to custom issues in GATT 1994. Time spent on WTO related issues of the course is about 20 per cent.

Courses referring to WTO: 4

Table 3: Courses referring to WTO at Foreign Trade University

	No
	Course Title
	Credits
	Time spend on WTO issues

( %)
	WTO-related teaching material
A: Available

N:

Non-Available
	Desired improvements concerning the WTO related part

	1
	Taxes in International Business
	2
	5
	A: textbook
	Should mention more on GATT

	2
	Taxes and taxation system in Vietnam
	2
	5
	A: Textbook
	Should mention more on GATT

	3
	Dispute Settlement in International Business
	2
	5
	A: Teacher’s note
	WTO’s Dispute settlement mechanism 

	4
	Law on Competition and anti-dumping
	3
	8
	A: Teacher’s note
	Not only focuses on domestic law, but also emphasises on WTO-regulations about anti-dumping


Marginally relevant courses: 

General presentation: 2
Introduction to Law: 1%

External Economic Law: 1%

Specialised WTO references: 0
Short courses and seminars: some short courses and seminars are organised, such as one course on WTO sponsored by MUTRAP, held in Foreign Trade University in 2004. These courses and seminars specialise in WTO related issues and obviously time spent on WTO related issues accounts for 100 per cent of the courses.

III. 
EVALUATION OF THE COURSES

3.1. Coverage

· Three Universities actually produce some WTO related courses, generally providing a solid background for students to understand at some certain level of international bodies (WTO in this case). This is a must when Vietnam is in the integration process into regional and international economies. Results of interviews of students of three universities reveal that they can answer correctly and generally the question what  WTO is, not confuse it with others.
· Some courses, especially organised by Foreign Trade University, give an in-depth knowledge about WTO regulations, such as Intellectual Property Rights and Branding, Competition and Anti-dumping (Master programmes). Danang University also provides the course of Intellectual Property Law which is close to WTO agreement on intellectual property rights. Contents of these courses harmonise with WTO regulations and requirements, transferring knowledge to students effectively. 
· All the three sometimes organise extra short courses, seminars for students, inviting external experts (from Ministry of Trade or other international organisations) to give lectures on WTO related general or specific issues,  such as WTO accession of Vietnam, regulations on service trading, and others. These are good opportunities for students to strengthen their knowledge and their care about the biggest business organisation.
· The University of Commerce has its own course named WTO and its member economies, specialising in WTO regulations. 
· However, generally, information and knowledge about WTO are normally considered under non-law perspective. In other words, there are a few law courses dealing directly with WTO regulations; just only some are hold by Foreign Trade University for postgraduate programmes, for instant, Dispute Settlement in International Business and Industrial Property Right and Branding. Several important agreements of WTO such as GATS, TBT, SPS, etc. are seldom mentioned or mentioned at a very basic level, giving students a cursory glance. General knowledge about WTO is spread throughout a wide range of business subjects, such as International Business, External Economics Environment, etc. Apart from that, Danang University (Economics College) and University of Commerce seem to stand more on domestic perspective, not emphasis enough on international issues, especially laws on WTO related matters.
· Secondly, extra-curricular courses and seminars for students on WTO regulations are available and very useful, however, they are rarely organised. This is due to weak linkages between universities and external bodies and sometimes due to under-enthusiasm of the people giving lectures (who are normally volunteers without receiving any amount of money).
· Finally, it seems to lack specific step for integration issue in education field. General strategy for integration process of the Government in education and training fields is good and clear; however, how to specify it into measurable steps could be a problem. Universities need to have a clear agenda to teach law courses relating to WTO, proactively respond to fast changing environment. 

· In the United States of America, there are a lot of courses dealing with WTO issues. For example, The Institute of International Economic Law (IIEL) offers the opportunity for students to obtain a certificate testifying to special competence in World Trade Organization (WTO) studies in addition to their respective degrees. The certificate is not a diploma and it does not change the title of the degree students are pursuing at Georgetown University Law Center. Students must complete all of their degree requirements (e.g., J.D., LL.M) to receive a WTO certificate. (An IIEL Fellowship is not a requirement for this certificate.) To receive this certificate, students must give notice to the IIEL of their intent to fulfil the special focus requirements for this certificate. It is a good case for Vietnamese University to learn experience, opening extra courses on WTO regulations and issuing certificates for students, encouraging them to enrol and to study.

3.2. Methodology and Teaching Approach

Generally, methodology and teaching approach are not sufficiently advanced and of good quality, and less interesting, stimulating. Traditional method of teaching (“spoon feed” method) is widely applied, teachers give lectures and students ‘must’ absorb. This is a common situation in Vietnam universities in which teacher plays a central role in the class and student are so passive to get knowledge. Teacher is considered to know everything relating to the subject and every single question posed by student should be answered quickly and correctly. In law subjects, this way of teaching and methodology do more harm than good since law issues need a analytical and argumentative thinking, which can be improved through case studies and interactive approach.

3.3. Teaching Material 

· Several books and materials relating to WTO are available to students for reference in three universities’ libraries. They are mainly academic research works of the researchers, which study rather deep, giving insight into particular issues of WTO. Due to this, many students choose WTO related issues as their graduation dissertations.
· However, law textbooks and materials on WTO related issues are scarce and normally in English only. As mentioned above, WTO related issues are generally treated under non-law perspective; therefore most reference books and materials are for business. For the two courses holding by Foreign Trade University of Dispute Settlement in International Business and Industrial Property Right and Branding, there is no official textbook for students, in stead some materials are collected from the Internet or other sources by lecturers themselves. In this case, if students would like to study to have a profound understanding of the issues, they would find nowhere other than the Internet to help them out. However, there is a fact that the number of students who can understand complex law languages on the Internet, for example, when they access WTO’s website (www.wto.org) is not numerous. Obviously, it is more propitious for them to have enough textbooks in Vietnamese. 
3.4. Desired Improvement

Improvement can be made at every single process of teaching, such as improving teaching method, teaching approach. Passive teaching method should be change to stimulating one in which each class should become a forum of discussion. This method of teaching encourages students to develop argumentative and analytical skills, letting them have a practical thinking in the future. However, a prerequisite is to have good textbooks and case studies, and lecturers should be trained to apply modern method in teaching students. 

IV.
HUMAN RESOURCE ISSUES

Generally, lecturers in three universities have a broad knowledge on WTO issues and they are showing their enthusiasm and interest when being asked questions about WTO. There are some training courses or seminars for trainers specialising in WTO regulations and mechanism, such as the course ‘Selected issues of the international economic agenda and WTO accession’ organised by Foreign Trade University in the cooperation with UNDP and UNCTAD (Hanoi, August 2003), or seminar ‘UNCTAD/UNDP workshop selected WTO issues’ also held by Foreign Trade University (Ho Chi Minh city, December 2003). Besides, many seminars and workshops organised by external bodies, such as Ministry of Trade, Vietnam Chamber of Commerce and Industry (VCCI) discussing WTO related issues such as anti-dumping, law on competition, and others are available for university lecturers to attend and update knowledge. 
Regarding to quantity, all three universities have enough number of people giving lectures on law subjects with 60 -120 students for one class. So far, University of Commerce has had 11 law lecturers, giving lectures on three courses: Introduction to Law, Economic Law, International Business Law; Foreign Trade University has had 12 law lecturers and several visiting ones, teaching Introduction to Law, International Business Law, Dispute Settlement in International Business, Industrial Property Right and Branding and others. (However, one should be reminded that the phrase ‘enough number’ should be put in Vietnam context in which class scale is normally larger than that of other countries due to lack of facilities and teachers have to use traditional method of teaching, lecturers give lectures and students approach the issue in passive manner).
However, the fact is that quality of teaching in WTO related law courses in three universities should be concerned. Answering the question ‘were you professionally trained to teach WTO related issues?’ in interviewing, almost all law teachers express their wants to be trained in an official courses, guided by leading experts in the field, but are not following an unsystematic way as now. They are normally trained in other law subjects, upgrade WTO knowledge themselves, and then teach laws on WTO regulations. Other issue is that there is a large part of law teachers who cannot use foreign language as a tool to absorb and upgrade WTO related knowledge. When almost all reference materials and seminars, workshops are available in English, lack of foreign language ability is a challenge.  
V.
RECOMMENDATION

Based on the mentioned analysis, we would like to make some recommendations as following:
· There should be some professional courses for law trainers specialising in WTO regulations, not only discussing general information as universalised knowledge but also going further into deep discussion on a single subject, a specific issue of WTO agreements such as TBT, TRIPS, AD / SG / SMC, GATS, Agriculture / SPS. 
· If necessary, some young and talented teachers who can use foreign language fluently should be sent overseas to be trained related issues of WTO regulations. The University of Law, Industrial Property Department, Ministry of Trade, Ministry of Education and Training and other related bodies should cooperate together to produce a major specialising in WTO studies in, for instant, The University of Law like the way China has done (WTO Studies School is available in China).
· All materials both in Vietnamese and English should be uploaded onto the Internet for free reference. E-courses on WTO related issues should be developed with the hope that through these kinds of e-course which can be available to people all over the Vietnam, they can make endeavors to serve for the society.
· Some training courses organised by WTO and other international bodies such as The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) should not only target middle ranking government officials as a kind of technical assistance, but also broaden the range of audience, giving lecturers in universities and even businesses a chance to approach and update knowledge about WTO. Clearly, human resource capacity building is a critical determinant of a country’s ability to participate more effectively in the international trading system, and thus, students – businesses-to-be will be the main players in the common ground when Vietnam is an official member of WTO, not government itself.
· Some useful textbooks and courses from foreign programmes should be imported to equip modern facilities for training in universities. For example, Institute of International Economic Law, Georgetown University Law Center, 600 New Jersey Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20001 offers a wide range of courses, such as Dispute Resolution under International Trade and Investment AgreementsInternational Trade and the WTO, , Intellectual Property in World Trade, International Trade Seminar: Current Issues in WTO Law, Multilateral Trade Negotiations at the WTO in 2006.  


· Some Vietnamese textbooks should be write by Vietnamese law experts which can be “localised” the contents and the language, making the materials are more understandable and easy to absorb. The textbooks should lay emphasis on Vietnam’s law system adaptation to international standard and harmonisation to WTO requirements. 
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I. REVIEW TRAINING SYLLABUS RELATED TO WTO LAW AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE LAW
1. Review Training Syllabus of Hanoi Law University (belonging to Ministry of Justice) 

(1) At present time, there are many law courses related to WTO and international trade in Hanoi Law University, which scatter in the training program of International Laws Faculty and Economic Laws Faculty.

	Order
	Course
	Number of academic hours 

(1 academic hour = 45 minutes)
	Status of Syllabus

	1
	International Trade Law
	45
	yes

	2
	Public International Law
	90
	yes

	3
	Private International Law
	90
	yes

	4
	WTO and its Accession of Vietnam
	15
	no syllabus (optional course of International Laws Faculty) 

	5
	International IP Law
	20
	no syllabus (optional course of International Laws Faculty) 

	6
	International Maritime Law
	30
	no syllabus

	7
	Customs Procedures for Goods Exportation and Importation
	20
	yes (in printing)

	8
	ASEAN
	30
	no syllabus

	9
	International Air Transportation Law
	20
	no syllabus (optional course of International Laws Faculty) 

	10
	International Financial and Banking Law
	20
	no syllabus (optional course of International Laws Faculty) 

	11
	EU Law
	20
	no syllabus (optional course of International Laws Faculty) 

	12
	International Bidding Law
	20
	no syllabus (optional course of International Laws Faculty) 

	13
	International Post and Telecommunication Law
	20
	no syllabus (optional course of International Laws Faculty) 

	14
	Law regulating International Tourism
	20
	no syllabus (optional course of International Laws Faculty) 

	15
	Basic Legal Questions on International Advertising, Trade Fair and Exhibition
	20
	no syllabus (optional course of International Laws Faculty) 

	16
	Basic Contents of Vietnamese - American Bilateral Trade Agreement (VBTA)
	15
	no syllabus (optional course of International Laws Faculty) 

	17
	Law on Investment
	30
	yes (in printing)

	18
	International Economic and Legal Integration on the Banking Field
	20
	no syllabus (optional course of Economic Laws Faculty) 

	19
	Legal Questions on Environment in the International Economic Integration
	20
	no syllabus (optional course of Economic Laws Faculty) 


The content of the courses mentioned above relates a little or much to WTO and international trade. In this report, I focus on the International Trade Law Syllabus.

(2) The first International Commercial Law Syllabus (
) of Hanoi Law University is the Syllabus published in 2000, which has designed for 40 academic hours and for students of International Laws Faculty and Economic Laws Faculty. The content of the Syllabus includes 07 Chapters (182 pages):
- Chapter 1. Concept of “Luat Thuong mai Quoc te”

- Chapter 2. Basic Contents of INCORTERMS 1990

- Chapter 3. Basic Provisions of CISG (1980)

- Chapter 4. Laws on International Payment

- Chapter 5. Laws on International Transportation

- Chapter 6. Laws on Insurance in International Trade

- Chapter 7. Disputes Settlement in International Trade

I do not comment on this Syllabus, because in this moment Hanoi Law University just passes a new Syllabus, which is printing now.

(3) The new Syllabus is designed for a curriculum of 45 academic hours, and for students of all Faculties of Hanoi Law University. According to my knowledge, this new Syllabus includes the following contents:

- Part 1. International Trade Law (between States) 
+ Chapter 1. Some Basic Legal Questions on “Luat Thuong mai Quoc te”

+ Chapter 2. Some Basic Principles of International Trade Law

+ Chapter 3. Basic Institutions Regulating International Trade

+ Chapter 4. Laws Regulating some Fields of International Trade

+ Chapter 5. International Trade Law and Environment Protection

+ Chapter 6. International Trade Disputes Settlement (between States)

- Part 2. International Commercial Law (between traders)
+ Chapter 7. Contracts of International Sales of Goods 

+ Chapter 8. Laws on Payment with respect to Contracts of International Sales of Goods

+ Chapter 9. Laws on International Transportation

+ Chapter 10. Laws on Insurance of Goods in International Maritime Transportation

+ Chapter 11. International Commercial Disputes Settlement (between traders)

(4) Preliminary Comments on this Syllabus:

If we compare the contents of two Syllabus, Syllabus published in 2000 and Syllabus being in printing, we see the change of the way of approaching the concept of “Luat Thuong mai Quoc te”. While in the Syllabus published in 2000, the concept of “Luat Thuong mai Quoc te” has basically understood that it is the law regulating international commercial relations (between traders), the Syllabus which is in printing follows the new approach, in which the concept of “Luat Thuong mai Quoc te” is understood that it is the law regulating both international trade relations (between States), and international commercial relations (between traders).

(5) Comments on the Syllabus:

- Strong points:
+ First, there is big number of law courses related to WTO and international trade in the training curricula of the Hanoi Law University. 
+ Second, there are some Syllabus. If we compare to other universities, this is a strong point because in reality there is no syllabus in many universities.
+ Third, on Syllabus of International Trade Law (being in printing): if commenting on the way of approaching question, I find it strong point. This Syllabus approaches the concept of “Luat Thuong mai Quoc te” not only in the public or private aspect, but both aspects.
American scholars make clearly the difference between International Trade Law and International Commercial Law, in which International Trade Law is the law regulating international trade relations (as tariff and non-tariff barriers, customs evaluation, dumping, export subsidies, etc.), and International Commercial Law is the law regulating international commercial relations, especially relations of international sales of goods between traders (as contracts of international sales of goods, international payment, international transportation, commercial arbitration, etc.). Meanwhile both terminologies International Trade Law and International Commercial Law are translated into Vietnamese “Luat Thuong mai Quoc te”. In Vietnamese, there is only one word “thuong mai”, which does not make difference between “trade” and “commerce”. Therefore Vietnamese scholars, in their own point of view, like to discuss that “Luat Thuong mai Quoc te” belongs to Public International Law or Private International Law.
International Trade Law regulates the matters concerning the State’s foreign policy in the international trade field, therefore it is mistaken for Public International Law. In reality, the content of International Trade Law course does not directly relate to the very traditional questions of Public International Law, as Law of the Sea, Law on Diplomatic and Consular matters, Borders and Territories.
And International Commercial Law regulates the matters concerning the acts of the actors (subjects), including States and private persons, in the international commerce field, therefore it is mistaken for Private International Law. However, it is not Private International Law, because the characteristic of Private International Law is conflict of law resolution. Meanwhile International Commercial Law does not do that task.
Thus, if the terminology “thuong mai quoc te” is understood under the Vietnamese meaning, “Luat Thuong mai Quoc te” shall include both International Trade Law and International Commercial Law, and not belong to Public International Law or Private International Law. It constitutes a separate field of law.
Besides, in the European francophone countries (France, Belgium), scholars distinguish two fields: Droit economic international and Droit international de commerce. The russian scholars may be follow this way of thinking. (I recommend: EU experts explain clearly this question, please.)
Thus, in my opinion, approaching the concept of International Trade Law is intervened to some extent by language problem. According to some scholars who trained in continental European countries (including Russia), the course of “Luat Thuong mai Quoc te” refers to Droit international de commerce or International Commercial Law. Meanwhile according to some scholars who trained in anglo - american countries, the course of “Luat Thuong mai Quoc te” refers to International Trade Law, therefore some scholars prefer to use the terminology Droit economic international.
In order to overcome to some extents the complications mentioned above, there are some ways following to choose:
(i) Consider “Luat Thuong mai Quoc te” that it is the field of law including International Trade Law and International Commercial Law. This is the new Syllabus making way of Hanoi Law University. 

(ii) Make difference and design two courses: International Trade Law (in Vietnamese “Luat Thuong mai Quoc te”) and International Commercial Law (in Vietnamese “Luat Kinh doanh Quoc te”).
- Weak points: 
+ First, the number of courses is very big, but its quality has to be carefully considered.
Many courses exist only in the paper, especially the optional courses. There is number of reasons explaining that situation: either lecturers are not yet ready, or students do not choose the course. The fact that students do not choose the course originates from many sources, but in my opinion, the main reason is not came from the lecture quality, but individual considerations of students.
+ Second, lack of syllabus for many courses. This is the weak point which is considered in the context where there are few of materials for students, at the same time students have not yet the habit of learning by themselves, researching by themselves and seeking materials for them.
+ Third, it exists the situation where some contents are repeatedly “copied” in the some syllabus. For instance, the content of TRIPs is written in the Syllabus of International Trade Law, at the same time is given lecture in the courses of International IP Law, Private International Law, WTO and its Accession of Vietnam, Basic Contents of Vietnamese - American Bilateral Trade Agreement. The situation is the same with respect to the content of international environment law, international transportation law, law on international investment, international trade disputes settlement.
It is possible to see that the situation mentioned above exists in every training curriculum of all countries in the world, and it is difficult to avoid it. However, if lecturer definitely gives way the contents that are previously given by his/her colleagues and develops other aspects of the question, the course position and professional capacity of lecturer will be affirmed. This is the very experience of American professors.
+ Fourth, on the Syllabus of International Trade Law (being in printing):

In case there is only one course of international trade law in the training curriculum of an university, the Syllabus mentioned above is very good. However, if this Syllabus is set in the overall training curriculum of Hanoi Law University, I find that it is the weak point. The Syllabus making seems to do not consider “supplemental” relationship between courses. The consequences are:
(i) Overlap of syllabus. Besides, it has to emphasize that all overlap contents are basic knowledge, as WTO’s structure, listing the IP objects provided in TRIPs, introduction of international economic organisations, concept of international economic integration, ASEAN/AFTA issues, etc. May be these are knowledge which are easy to reach, therefore everybody enables to copy it in his syllabus.
(ii) Since devoting so much enthusiasm on the basic knowledge, the deep knowledge which the author ought to research much, are not showed in the syllabus. Some big topics are brought up, but only cursorily resolved in one chapter or some pages of syllabus. For instance, in Chapter 4 (Laws regulating some fields of international trade), the questions raised are very big but only resolved in one chapter.
Actually, there are about twenty courses related to WTO and international trade in the training curriculum of Hanoi Law University. Therefore, in making Syllabus of International Trade Law, in my opinion, it is necessary to present directly the most basic questions of international trade law and analyse its deeply, for instance, focusing in the WTO’s provisions regulating international trade of goods, international trade of services. In my opinion, the fact that the syllabus includes the too basic knowledge, but not deep, is the weak point of almost syllabus related to WTO and international trade of Vietnam.

(6) Graduate and Post-graduate Programs:
Course of International Trade Law is essentially given in LL.B Program. With respect to Post-graduate Program, some topics relating to International Trade Law or International Economic Law are given, but there is no syllabus.

(7) Lecturers Staff:
- On the number of staff: Actually, in Hanoi Law University there are 06 lecturers of International Trade Law Department, including 03 Ph.D., 02 LL.M, 01 in studying LL.M, in which 04 lecturers regularly trained in Australia, Belgium, Japan, Russia, and 05 lecturers under 35 years old. Besides, some lecturers from other Departments are able to give lecture of International Trade Law course and other courses concerned.
- On the quality: in my opinion, if comparing to professors from the universities in the region and in the world, lecturers of Hanoi Law University in particular and those of Vietnam in general have to make so much efforts, in order to own the knowledge of international trade law, which are very new and difficult to Vietnamese people. 

2. Review Training Syllabus of International Relations Institute (belonging to Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

(1) Actually, in International Relations Institute the law courses and seminars related to WTO and international trade are given, but there is no syllabus. Lecturers and students make reference to other established syllabus.

(2) Lecturers Staff:
The number of lecturers of International Laws Faculty is not many (less than 10 people) and staff is not settled (because lecturers are at the same time Ministry officers, therefore they must periodically go to mission abroad).

II. REVIEW TRAINING SYLLABUS OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS RELATED TO WTO AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE 

1. Review Training Syllabus of Hanoi Law University (belonging to Ministry of Justice) 

(1) In Hanoi Law University there is only one course of international trade related to WTO and international trade. That is the course of International Economic Relations. It is not capital course in the Hanoi Law University context, but supplemental course. The Syllabus of International Economic Relations has been first time published in 2001, then reedit many times with some corrections.

(2) Syllabus of 2005 contains the following issues:
- Chapter 1. General Issues of International Economic Relations

- Chapter 2. Theories and Basic Principles of International Economic Relations

- Chapter 3. International Trade Relations on goods and on services

- Chapter 4. International Relations on Investment

- Chapter 5. International Relations on Finance and Currency

- Chapter 6. Regional and International Economic Integration

This Syllabus is designed for 60 academic hours and aims to provide students with the basic knowledge of international economic relations, so that gives facilities for studying the law courses related to international economy, as Public International Law, Private International Law, International Trade Law, International Law on Investment, Laws on Export and Import Tax, etc. This Syllabus is edited for law students, therefore the authors make efforts to follow the law approaching way (focusing on WTO’s provisions). 

(3) Comments on the Syllabus:
- Strong points: The authors make efforts to show a distinct style in designing this Syllabus, so that this is not completely the same as traditional syllabus, which are used in economic universities (as Foreign Trade University or National Economic University).  
- Weak points:
+ The authors like to follow the law approaching way, but it seems not yet successful.

+ It exists the overlap between this Syllabus and others.

In previous period (before the year of 2003), it does not exist the overlap of the contents, for the major part, between syllabus of International Economic Relations Syllabus of the universities in general and those of Hanoi Law University in particular. Since the year of 2003, growing the courses served international economic integration needs, as International Trade Law, International Law on Investment, International IP Law, International Commercial Law, WTO, ASEAN/AFTA, etc. generates overlap between the Syllabus of International Economic Relations and those of other courses.

(4) Lectures Staff:

Actually, there is only one lecturer who is responsible of this course. However, many visiting lecturers may be invited to give lecture.

(5) Actually, I am planning to make new Syllabus.

2. Review Training Syllabus of International Relations Institute (belonging to Ministry of Foreign Affairs) 

(1) In International Relations Institute there are some international relations courses related to WTO and international trade, including two most important courses: International Economic Relations and Vietnam’s Foreign Economy.

(2) Syllabus of International Economic Relations is first time published in 2006, including following issues:

- Chapter 1. Concept of International Economic Relations

- Chapter 2. International Trade

- Chapter 3. FDI and TNCs

- Chapter 4. ODA

- Chapter 5. Foreign Debts and Financial Crises in Developing Countries

- Chapter 6. International Cooperation on Science, Technology and Environment

- Chapter 7. International Movement of Labors

- Chapter 8. Exchange Market and International Payment Balance

- Chapter 9. International Economic Integration

- Chapter 10. International Economic Institutions
Comments on the Syllabus:
- Strong points:
+ The knowledge of international economic relations is quite adequately provided in this Syllabus.

+ Correspond to Institute’s training purpose. 

- Weak points:
+ On the Syllabus structure: it exists the overlap between the content of some chapters of this Syllabus and these of others, for instance, Chapter 9 and Chapter 10.

+ On the detailed content of this Syllabus: some knowledge and information are backward, for instance, Chapter 1 and Chapter 6.

(3) The Syllabus of Vietnam’s Foreign Economy has been first time published in 2005, including the following issues:
- Chapter 1. Overview on Foreign Economy

- Chapter 2. Foreign Economy - An important part of Vietnam’s Economy since 1954 up to now
- Chapter 3. Vietnam’s Foreign Trade
- Chapter 4. Vietnam’s Exchange Market
- Chapter 5. FDI in Vietnam
- Chapter 6. ODA in Vietnam
- Chapter 7. International Economic Integration of Vietnam
- Chapter 8. Vietnam’s Implementation of International Economic Integration Commitments

It exists so much overlaps between this Syllabus and others, especially International Economic Relations Syllabus.

III. TRAINING CURRICULUM OF INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC INTEGRATION OF MAGISTRATES TRAINING ESTABLISHMENT (BELONGING TO SUPREME PEOPLE COURT)

(1) At the end of the year of 2005, Magistrates Training Establishment (belonging to Supreme People Court) edited the book namely “Basic Legal Questions on International Economic Integration”, which aims at provide trainees the information of international economic integration. This book shall help trainees in studying and applying knowledge and experiences of International Trade Law and foreign law to their work. This book is not the same as common syllabus used for universities students, but distinct material for trainees of the Establishment - magistrates.

(2) Material’s Content:

- Part 1. Points of view and guidelines of the Vietnam’s Communist Party on International Economic Integration and national sovereign defense in the globalization context

- Part 2. Some issues on international trade law in WTO’s provisions

- Part 3. Basic Content of IP Law in WIPO provisions and bilateral agreements in which Vietnam is party

- Part 4. Some Trade Protection Measures in International Trade

- Part 5. WTO - Basic Legal Issues on its Organization and Activity

- Part 6. ASEAN - Basic Legal Issues on its Organization and Activity

- Part 7. Economic Disputes Settlement Mechanisms in ASEAN

- Part 8. To set up Industrial Property Rights at National Office of Intellectual Property (NOIP)

- Part 9. Copyright and neighbour rights registration process at Department of Copyright (Ministry of Culture and Information)

- Part 10. Procedures and Applicable Laws for the settlement of labor disputes and foreign-related strikes

- Part 11. Judiciary Delegation in Civil Procedure

- Part 12. Laws on Civil Judgment Performance of some countries in the world

- Part 13. Legal texts concerned.

(3) Comments on the material:

- Strong points: This material presents many basic issues on WTO, international economic integration, hence satisfies the need of magistrates training.

- Weak points: The material’s structure is not really logical: it exists much overlaps between material’s parts.

(4) Lecturer Staff: There are no permanent lecturers. Every lecturer is invited to give lecture.

IV. RECOMMENDATIONS

1. It should make a book (or syllabus) which contains basic issues on WTO and International Trade Law, including many aspects (of law, economy, and international relations). In making various syllabus related to WTO and International Trade Law, depended on training purpose, trainee level, context, etc. training establishments may refer to that document. So that we hope future syllabus will successfully present international (or European) standard knowledge, and avoid the existence of backward syllabus.

2. In Hanoi Law University, I am responsible for International Economic Relations course and for making Syllabus of this course. I recommend EU experts to suggest designing an International Economic Relations Syllabus used for law students of Hanoi Law University. This supplemental course is very important, because this helps students follow other courses, which are more specialized on WTO and International Trade Law.

3. In order to develop the teaching method of case study, I recommend Project to consider compiling a case-book, which contains WTO’s basic cases and is translated into Vietnamese.   

V. ANNEX

1. Additional to the Report on Review Training Syllabus related to WTO and International Trade Law of Hanoi Law University

ADDITIONAL TO THE REPORT ON THE REVIEW TRAINING SYLLABUS RELATED TO WTO AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE LAW

1. Hanoi Law University (belonging to Ministry of Justice) 

(i) Courses on WTO: 01 course

Course Title: WTO and its Accession of Vietnam

Number of Credits: 01 credits (15 academic hours (
)) (optional course of International Laws Faculty)

WTO issues: 100%

Textbook: No.

The WTO-related content: WTO structure and organization, some WTO basic principles, WTO Regulations on Trade of Goods, Trade of Services, Trade - Related Intellectual Property Rights, Trade - Related Investment Measures, WTO Dispute Settlement, etc.

Desired Improvements: At this moment, I have no suggestion. It depends on curriculum designing of our university in very near future. 

(ii) Courses partly dealing with WTO: 02 courses

Course 1:

Course Title: International Trade Law 

Number of Credits: 03 credits (45 academic hours)

WTO issues: 50%

Textbook: “International Trade Law” (2006) in Vietnamese.

The WTO-related content: Part 1 of the textbook named International Trade Law (between States), including some WTO basic principles, WTO Regulations on Trade of Goods, Trade of Services, Trade - Related Intellectual Property Rights, Trade - Related Investment Measures, WTO Dispute Settlement, etc.

Desired Improvements: Content of WTO Regulations on fields of International Trade should be more deeply analysed; Case study should be used to give lecture.

Course 2:

Course Title: International Economic Relations 

Number of Credits: 02 credits (30 academic hours)

WTO issues: 30%

Textbook: “International Economic Relations” (2005) in Vietnamese.

The WTO-related content: WTO basic principles, some WTO Regulations on Trade of Goods, Trade of Services, Trade - Related Investment Measures, WTO structure and organization, etc.

Desired Improvements: Make a new textbook, following the law approaching way, in order to be used for law students of Hanoi Law University; Case study should be used to give lecture.

(iii) Course referring to WTO

	No
	Course Title
	Credits
	% WTO - Related
	Material
	Desired Improvements

	1
	Public International Law (PIL)
	06 credits (= 90 academic hours)
	5%
	Available
	Textbook of PIL does not need to cover this WTO - Related content.


(iv) Marginally relevant courses: Category 2 (Specialized WTO references)

	No
	Course Title

	1
	International IP Law

	2
	Customs Procedures for Goods Exportation and Importation

	3
	International Post and Telecommunication Law

	4
	Law on Investment


2. International Relations Institute (belonging to Ministry of Foreign Affais)

(i) Courses on WTO: It exists some topics or seminars on WTO, but its curricula and contents are not settled. It depends on each lecturer. Meanwhile, lecturer staff is also not settled (because lecturers are at the same time Ministry Officers, therefore they must periodically go to mission abroad).

Desired Improvements: At this moment, I have no suggestion. It depends on the training strategy of this Institute. 

(ii) Courses partly dealing with WTO: No course

(iii) Course referring to WTO

	No
	Course Title
	Credits
	% WTO - Related
	Material
	Desired Improvements

	1
	International Economic Relations
	04 credits (= 60 academic hours)
	5%
	Available
	Add much more contents related to WTO

	2
	Public International Law (PIL)
	06 credits (= 90 academic hours)
	5%
	No
	No suggestion. It depends on the training strategy of this Institute. 


(iv) Marginally relevant courses: Category 1 (General presentation on WTO)

	No
	Course Title

	1
	Vietnam’s Foreign Economy


3. Magistrates training establishment (belonging to Supreme People Court) 

In this establishment, it exists only one course partly dealing with WTO.

Course Title: Basic Legal Questions on International Economic Integration

Number of Credits: 03 credits (45 academic hours)

WTO issues: 50%

Textbook: “Basic Legal Questions on International Economic Integration” (2005) in Vietnamese.

The WTO-related content: some WTO basic principles, WTO Regulations on Trade of Goods, Trade of Services, Trade - Related Intellectual Property Rights, Trade - Related Investment Measures, WTO Dispute Settlement, WTO Organization and Activity, etc.

Desired Improvements: Re-design textbook structure. 
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� International Trade Law (Luat Thuong mai quoc te), 1st Edition, edited by Tran Van Nam & Tran Thi Hoa binh, Khoa hoc – Ky thuat Publisher, Hanoi 1999





� International Trade Law, 1st Edition, edited by Nong Quoc Binh, People’s Police Publishing House, 2000


�  For example, the Hanoi Law University, Faculty of International Law, offers a course namely “ International Trade Law” to cover both “public” and “private” issues with teaching duration for 45 hours.


�  Assistant Professor Ewing-Chow H K M, National University of Singapore, Faculty of Law [e-mail:lawmec@nus.edu.sg] dated Tuesday, March 21, 2006 10:36 AM


I think the reason academics have separated the courses is due to personal preferences for either international law or domestic law, concern for students and fear of their teaching skills not meeting the challenges. While I can see the value of a combined course, speaking personally, I would fear that my teaching skills may not be able to meet the challenges. 





� Professor David A. Gantz, Director, International Trade Law Program, Rogers College of Law, USA, E-mail:gantz@law.arizona.edu] dated Tuesday, March 21, 2006 11:27 PM


I think you would find it very difficult to teach a combined international trade law/international commercial transactions class.  Among other differences, Georgetown students are all graduate students, in their sixth or seventh year of university training, while in Vietnam you will be teaching undergraduates seeking their first degree.  The last time I taught the course was in 1993;  I found it extremely difficult to teach, and many of the students had great difficulty understanding the concepts and completing the reading.  Trying to cover that many subjects in 14-15 weeks just isn't a very pleasant teaching (or learning) experience.


�  Professor David A. Gantz, E-mail:gantz@law.arizona.edu] dated Tuesday, March 21, 2006 11:27 PM


In my view, it is almost impossible to cover both international trade law and international commercial transactions in one course that meets for three hours a week for 14 or 15 weeks


� Raj Bhala, Rice Distinguished Professor, The University of Kansas School of Law, [e-mail:bhala@ku.edu] dated Wednesday, March 22, 2006 10:46 AM


International Business Law sometimes is called International Economic Law.  I dislike that term. That is partly because no one calls herself an International Economic Lawyer, whereas some practitioners do refer to themselves as International Business lawyers. I also dislike it because "Economic" can convey a narrow meaning. People generally understand Business can include culture, politics, etc., as well as economics.  International Business Law conveys reality better.





� Giao duc dai hoc Kinh te va Quan tri kinh doanh cua Vietnam trong thoi ky chuyen sang nen kinh te thi truong dinh huong xa hoi chu nghia (University education of economics and business administration in Vietnam on the period of shifting to the market economy); edited by Nguyen Dinh Huong, Hanoi 09/2001, pp79.





� See more at: Dao tao phap luat thuong mai quoc te o Vietnam trong dieu kien hoi nhap: thuc trang va mot so kien nghi, Tran Van Nam, Economics and Development Review, Hanoi NEU, July 2004


�  Raj Bhala, [e-mail:bhala@ku.edu] dated Wednesday, March 22, 2006 10:46 AM 


Each of the International Business Law fields requires at least one full semester course. At the University of Kansas, we have 2 courses in International Trade Law -- a basic course (fall semesters), and Advanced International Trade Law (spring semesters).





� Associate Professor Locknie Hsu, National University of Singapore, Faculty of Law [mailto:lawhsul@nus.edu.sg] dated Tuesday, March 21, 2006 8:57 AM


From my observation, it is not uncommon to have two separate courses covering WTO issues (in the sense of public international law and economic aspects of trade), and courses covering  private law aspects of trade that govern the relationships between commercial operators (such as in your International Commercial Law course). The two types of courses focus on different parties, applicable law and legal issues.





� Professor David A. Gantz, E-mail:gantz@law.arizona.edu] dated Tuesday, March 21, 2006 11:27 PM 


At Arizona, the Law Faculty has a separate course on international commercial law. International commercial law deals primarily with the international sales of goods (CISG, etc.), letters of credit and other credit related issues, legal aspects of trade documentation such as the bill of lading, commercial invoice, etc.  


In the U.S. at least, our international trade law courses concentrate on the "public" law of international trade, 


� University of Toronto (www.chass.utoronto)


� See at Chapter V, “International Investment” Textbook, PhD. Phung Xuan Nha, published by Vietnam National University, Hanoi - 2001


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.du.edu.vn" ��www.du.edu.vn� (accessed on 20th March 2006) 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.vcu.edu.vn" ��www.vcu.edu.vn� (accessed on 20th March 2006) 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.ftu.edu.vn" ��www.ftu.edu.vn� (accessed on 18th March 2006 and University’s Brochure) 


� The name of this Syllabus in Vietnamese is “Luat Thuong mai Quoc te”. I translate into English “International Commercial Law” because of considering the syllabus content.


� 01 academic hour = 45 minutes.
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